

n B-Si addsconditions to Soviet call 

?ASHINGTON {R)— The United States might , withdraw its warships 
ram the Gotf.if foerewas a ceasefire in the Iras-Iraq war and the Soviets 
iSd *o same, WttieH6t« thief of Staff Howard Baker said Sunday. Mr. 
Bxkets Statanejot was W«shmgron’.5 first reaction to the Soviet Union's 
on hKt Friday few. foreign warships to have the Gulf and prevent 
escalation of hostilities. Tbe Uniwcu oQU has said it will provide naval 
Sscqrtfor Ktiwaiti ships register-'* n>Vr he flag. Kuwait has also leased 
Soviet Sag vessels to carry its oil. “If the Soviets will remove their (ships). 


;on U.S. televiaon. He sad Iranian and Iraqi forces would also have to 
'return to ioteniaoooally recognised boundaries and release their prison- 
ous. -Mr. Biker said tire best hope for a solution was the effort by the 
tfiuted Nations Security Goundl to approve a ceasefire resolution and win 
agreement from Iran and Iraq. Mr. Baker said the U.N. effort, which 
President Rgagm nntimed, would “give us all the opportunity to get away 
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situation. 


Egypt and Romania reaffirm stand 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Romania on Sunday underlined (heir support 
for a proposed international Middle East peace conference and a 
U.S.-Soviet agreement on European nuclear missiles. A joint communi- 
que following talks between both countries at the end of a four-day official 
visit by Romanian Prime Minister Constantin Dascalescu said the 
conference should be held under U.N. auspices with all concerned parties 
participating. The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) should take 
pvt as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, it 
said. The statement said Mr. Dascalescu and his Egyptian counterpmt 
Atef Sedki hoped that Washington and Moscow would reach positive 
results in their Geneva talks on nuclear missiles “in the interest of world 
peace and security.” The two sides called on Iran and Iraq to end their war 
and stan negotiations, underlining that each party should accept an 
immediate ceasefire and withdrawal of troops to the internationally 
recognised borders, it added. 
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Mahdi in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq AI Mahdi 
arrived here on Sunday on the 
first leg of a six-day tour of Guff 
Arab states during which be is 
expected to' seek substantial aid 
for Sudan’s battered economy. A 
- Sudanese embassy official said 
Mr. Mahdi would meet President 
Saddam Hussein and .other Iraqi 
leaders in Baghdad. Diplomatic 
. and political observers m Khar- 
toum said Mr. Mahdi had started 
hs tour in Baghdad in an appa- 
rent bid to offset any unfavour- 
able impressions among the Gulf 
Arab states over his visit last year 
to Iran. 

China assails Israel 

■PEKING (R) — C hina has re- 
newed relations with the Israeli 
COimmunist Party but still conde- 
mned the Israeli government's 
Middle East policy, the official 
New China News Agency has 
reported. Poiftbnro member Hu 
Qui told a visiting Israeli Com- 
munist Party delegation that Chi- 
na strongly condemned Israel for 
“its policy of aggression and ex- 
pansion.” His comments fol- 
lowed remarks made by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to 
parliament last week that he be- 
lieved China would agree to di- 
plomatic recognition of Israel as 
the price of a proposed U.N.- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference. 

Algeria celebrates 
Independence Day 

ALGIERS (AP) ~ The wife of 
President Cbadli Beadjedid blew 
biit bandies cm a giant rake irid 
cars filled with young people, 
blowing horns wikfly, streaked 
through city streets, as Ahgerir 
celebrated its 25th year of inde- 
pendence- from France tins 
weekend. About 3,000 guests 
were invited by the president to 
join in tire celebrations that be- 
gan Saturday and continued 
through Sunday night. 

U.S. offers to help . 
scrap Lavi bat Israel 
may continue 

TEL AVIV (R) — The United 
States has offered Israel financial 
incentives to scrap the costly Lavi 
fighter project but the program- 
me may continue. Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin said Sunday . 
The cabinet failed again on Sun- 
day to reach a decision on the 
controversial warplane for the 
1990s. Official sources said both. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Feres were looking for ways to 
.continue a scaled-down version of 
the project- through spending 
cats. Mr. Rabin, who returned- 
Monday night from talks in 
Washington, told the cabinet the 
'U-S. administration was prepared 
Isr let Israel spend more of its 
annual $1.8 buKon military aid 
7 paint to meet cancellation costs. 
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Masked men raid 
Swedish barracks 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Two 
tmsked gunmen on Sunday 
raided a high security barracks 
-.flinch booses the crack regiment 
responsible for defending key 
Swedish government buildings, a 
military spokesman said. He said 
%Tmen tricked a guard into 
sparing a bullet-proof door at the 
entrance to tire central Stockholm 
itiradcsuhreateiied him at gun- 
and handcuffed him to a 
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King: Efforts for int’l 

conference have reached 
an important stage 


Price: Jordan tOO fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sandi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


His Majesty and Raimond discuss 
peace efforts and Iran-Iraq war 



VIENNA (Agencies) — - Jordan’s efforts for 
convening an international peace conference 
on the Middle East have made progress and 
reached an important stage, His Majesty 
King Hussein was quoted as saying Sunday. 

“We have reached an impor- Sunday, one day ahead of normal 
tant, if not the final crossroads” publication, 
in preparing for the conference 


The Arab states are seeking 


under U.N. auspices, the King such an international conference 


was quoted as saying by the Au- 
strian ProfiJ magazine in an inter- 
view conducted during the July 
1-4 visit to Jordan of Austrian 
President Kart Waldheim. 

The King said that U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar would issue invitations 
for the proposed conference, in- 
cluding “the five permanent 
members of the Security Council 
and conflicting' parties to solve 
the Palestinian problem.” 

The King did not elaborate 
beyond saying that the invitations 
will be issued, Profil said. The 
King’s comments, appearing in 
German, were made available on 


Terry Waite 

Kuwaiti 
paper says 
Waite died 
of natural 
causes 

KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti 
newspaper Sunday claimed that 
Anghcan church hostage nego- 
tiator Terry Waite, who has been 
missing in Lebanon since Jan. 20, 
has died of natural causes. 

The Syrian military command 
in west Beirut, where Mr. Waite 
was kidnapped, and various mili- 
tia officials in the Lebanese capit- 
al said they doubt the report was 
true. 

One police source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said “un- 
less the kidnappers themselves 
come forth and reveal their 
identity and produce pictures of 
Waite, no one is going to .believe 
the Ai An baa newspaper report.” 
In a Beirut-datelined story, AI 
Anbaa quoted an unidentified 
Lebanese party figure as saying, 
that he had “reliable information 
that Waite died a natural death 
either last Tuesday or 
Wednesday.” 

Asked to forward an evidence 
of the death, the source said: “I 
am under no obligation to do so. I 
knew of the death by accident.” 
AI Anbaa is considered reliable 
on Kuwaiti and Arab affairs, and 
is known to be strongly support 
Iraq and oppose Iran in the 
seven-year Gulf conflict. It has 
not previously reported any ma- 
jor story rehted to the hostages. 

In Londo.i, Church of England 
spokeswoman Eve Keatly said 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie had no word that 
Mr. Waite was dead. 

' “We hear so many conflicting 
stories,” she said, “That’s cer- 
tainly not anything we’ve heard.” 
Mr. Runtie is spiritual head of 
the Church of England. 

Officials contacted at the Brit- 
ish Foreign Office also said they : 
had sot heard anything about Mr. ; 

Waite. 

Mr. Waite - disappeared last 
January in Lebanon shortly after 
he arrived there to resume an 
effort to mediate for release of 
Western hostages held by pro- 
Iran groups. ..... 


on the Middle East but there are 
divisions within the Israeli coali- 
tion government over the issue. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
leader of the Likud bloc, opposes 
the conference idea while Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres favours it. 

Asked about Mr. Shamir’s 
stand, the King told Profil: 
“What I’ve heard of the premier's 
comments do not exactly encour- 
age me, but I hope tire last word 
has not. been spoken yet” 

Profil quoted the King as 
saying that the leadership of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) was welcome for con- 
sultations with Jordan despite the 


Kingdom’s decision last year to 
suspend political coordination 
with tire PLO leaders. 

“We Jordanians would be hap- 
py if tire world were to accept an 
independent Palestinian delega- 
tion seeking an independent 
Palestinian state. But this seems 
to come up against enormous 
difficulties in the U.S. , Israel and 
elsewhere.” he said. 

The King said' he had always 
believed that both the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
should play a decisive role in the 
Mideast peace process. 

“As both superpowers want to 
remove the atomic threat to 
humanity , they must now be in- 
terested also in a solution to the 
Middle East problem which 
equally threatens world peace.” 

The magazine quoted the King 
as saying that Dr. Waldheim, 
who left Jordan after his four-day 
visit on Saturday, was a “man of 
peace and moral integrity.” Dr. 
Waldheim is accused by Jewish 
groups of involvement ' in Nazi 



atrocities during World War II. 
The Austrian leader has de- 
scribed the allegations as “fab- 
rications, distortions and mis- 
representations.” 

In his interview, the King repe- 
ated a vow never again to ask the 
U.S. for arms after Washington 
withdrew from a SI .9 billion deal 
last year, Profil said. 

The proposed U.S. arms pack- 
age included advanced jet fight- 
ers and anti-aircraft missiles. The 
administration of U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan backed out of the 
sale due to overwhelming pro- 
Israeli opposition in Congress. 

“The U.S. government decided 
not to provide ns with the 
weapons we rfeed for our de- 
fence, although it was our tradi- 
tional supplier.” the King said. 
“We have decided never again to 
demand weapons from the 
USA.” 


Rifai delivers King’s message to 
Assad and reviews Arab situation 


By a Jordan Times Stuff 

Writer, with ^ency desp at c h es 

AMMAN— Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai paid a working visit to- 
Damascus on Sunday to deliver a 
message from His Majesty King 
Hussein to Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad and to discuss 
with the Syrian leader tire latest 
developments in the Middle East 
and issues of common interest 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, did not give any detail of the 
content of the King’s message but 
reports from Damascus suggested 
! that it was related to Jordan's 
1 efforts towards reconciling Syria 
and Iraq. 

Mr. Rifai, who returned home 
Sunday evening after the visit, 
also conferred with his Syrian 
counterpart Dr. Abdul Raouf AI 
Kasm. Petra said the two prime 
ministers discussed the Arab 
situation in general and the cur- 
rent situation in the Middle East 
region. They also reviewed 
moves and measures adopted tty 
the two countries to further 
promote and bolster bilateral 
cooperation and coordination in 
all fields. 

Diplomats quoted by Reuter 



Syrian President Hafez AI Assad and Jordanian Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai bold talks m Damascus on Sunday in a meeting a tten d e d by 
Syrian Premier Abdul Raouf AI Kasm (right)(Petra photo) 


said tire three-hour meeting be- 
tween President Assad and Mr. 
Rifai focused mainly on King 
Hussein's efforts to reconcile 
Syria and Iraq. 

The diplomats said Mr. Rifai, 
who was last in Damascus on 
June 24 when he accompanied 
the King on a visit to Syria, had 
probably briefed Mr. Assad on 
the Jong’s talks last week with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Rifai made Sunday's visit 
shortly before French Foreign 
Minister Jean Bernard RaimODd 
arrived in Amman, a day after 
Austrian President Kurt Wal- 


U.S. congressmen discuss 
Gulf war with Iraqi leaders 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A U.S. 
congressional delegation discus- 
sed tire Iran-Iraq war, now in its 
seventh year, and U.S. interven- 
tion in the region with Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz on Sun- 
day, a U.S. embassy source re- 
ported. 

The U.S. group, led by Repre- 
sentative Les Aspin, a Wisconsin 
Democrat, flew into Baghdad for 
a three-day visit earlier Sunday 
after talks with officials in 
Kuwait. The delegation had ear- 
lier been in Bahrain. 

The U.S. embassy source, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, gave no other details of the 
talks with Mr. Aziz. 

But Baghdad Radio said the 
congressmen discussed the 
“situation in the region and issues 
of mutual concern" with Mr. 
Aziz, who is also a deputy prime 
minister. 

Mr. Aspin, chairman of the 
House of Representatives Armed 
Services Committee, and his 
group of 11 congressmen and 15 
aides are investigating the 
hazards that face merchant ship- 
ping and U.S. warships in the 
Guff region. 

They have discussed with 
Kuwaiti and Bahraini officials 
Washington’s moves to register 
11 Kuwaiti tankers in the United 
States to give them the protection 
of U.S. navy ships from Iranian 
attack. 

Tehran accuses Kuwait of aid- 
ing Iraq and has singled out 


Kuwaiti ships and those trading 
with Kuwait for attack in recent 
months. 

Mr. Aspin has criticised the 
U.S. administration’s reflagging 
plan as fraught with danger for 
the United States in the strategic 
Gulf. 

Before leaving Kuwait, one of 
the congressmen banded over an 
American flag to Abdul Fatah AI 
Badr, chairman of the state-own- 
ed Kuwait Oil Tanker Co:, to 
-symbolise -support for plans to 
reflag the Kuwaiti tankers. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Kuwait said Rep. Larry Hopkins, 
a Kentucky Republican, acted on 
his own initiative and not on 
behalf of the congressional mis- 
sion. 

Mr. Hopkins is an ardent sup* 
port of the reflagging plan. The 
embassy spokesman said Mr. 
Hopkins’ action, as U.S. Ambas- 
sador Anthony Quainton watch- 
ed, was “a personal gesture re- 
flecting his own commitment in 
support of the reflagging.” 

Mr. Hopkins declared: “The 
United States is fully determined 
to establish its position in the 
Goff and will Dot be intimidated 
.by either Iran or. the Soviets.” 

Iran has warned it win not be 
deterred from attacking Kuwaiti 
vessels whatever, flag they fly. 

Later Sunday, the U.S. delega- 
tion arrived in Saudi Arabia on. 
the fourth leg of its Gulf tour, an 
American embassy spokesman 
said in Jeddah. 


dhezm ended a visit to Jordan. 

Dr. Kasm also hosted a lun- 
cheon in honour of Mr. Rifai at 
the A Radwa Palace in Damas- 
cus on Sunday. It was attended by 
senior Syrian officials including 
Deputy Prime Minister for Eco- 
nomic Affairs Salim Yassin, De- 
puty Prime Minister for Services 
Affairs Mahmoud Gaddour, 
Foreign Minister Farouq Sharaa, 
Intenor Minister Mohammad 
Ghabbash, Minister of Presiden- 
tial Affairs Wahib Fadel, Minis- 
ter for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Abdul Mun’em AI Hamawi and 
Minister of Local Administration 
Mohammad Harba. 

Bombs 
kill 7 and 
wound 50 
in Lahore 

LAHORE (Agencies) — Three 
explosions Sunday at the city’s 
main railway station killed seven 
people and injured at least 50, 
authorities said. 

The attacks coincided with the 
10th anniversary of the coup that 
brought President Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq to power. 

Police said they doubted anti- 
government activists were in- 
volved in the attacks in Lahore, 
the capital of Punjab state, but 
they did not elaborate. 

One bomb was planted in a 
trash can at a platform. A second 
was in a kiosk near a taxi stand 
just outside the station, said 
police officials. The bombs went 
off five to 10 minutes apart. 

Official Radio Pakistan said a 
third explosion occurred about an 
hour later at the Badami Bagfa 
main bos station, injuring three 
people. 

lire Movement for the Restora- 
tion of Democracy (MRD), a 
nine-party alliance demanding 
General Zia’t ouster, planned 
anti-government rallies around 
the country Sunday. Gen. Zia 
ousted Prime Minister Zulfikar 
AH Bhutto on July 5, 1977. Mr. 
Bhutto later was convicted of 
conspiracy to commit murder and 
was hanged in 1979. 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Bemard Raimond 
held talks Sunday on France's 
contribution to Jordan's efforts 
towards convening a proposed 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East. 

The King and Mr. Raimond 
also reviewed the latest develop- 
ments in the Iran-Iraq war, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. It did not elaborate. 

The French foreign minister, 
who arrived here earlier on an 
official visit to Jordan, said that 
divisions within the Israeli coali- 
tion government remained one of 
the main problems feeing the 
convening of the proposed peace 
conference. 

In an arrival statement, Mr. 
Raimond told reporters the idea 
of the proposed conference, 
which is backed by the French 
government, had gained con- 
siderable momentum. 

“From the moment the idea 
was revived in July 1986 it has 
taken a more prominent place,” 
he said. “Despite the difficulties, 
I think it is a good idea.” 

France, a permanent member 
of the United Nations Security 
Council, had voiced its support 
for Jordan's call for convening- 
the conference during visits to 
France by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifei. 

During his 24-hour stay in Jor- 
dan, Mr. Raimond is expected to 
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His Majesty King Hussein meets French Foreign Minister Jean 
Bernard Raimond on Sunday (Petra photo) 


discuss with Foreign Minister 
Taher Masri and other Jordanian 
officials the latest developments 
in the region as well as buateral 
relations. 

A report from Paris said Satur- 
day Mr. Raimond had decided 
to cut short his trip to Jordan so 
he can return to France which is 
embrofled in a diplomatic dispute 
with Iran. The dispute surrounds 
an Ir anian embassy employee, 
Wahid Gordji, wanted for ques- 
tioning by a judge investigating 
the bombings in Paris in Septem- 
ber that killed 13 people and 
injured 250 others (See page 2). 

In his arrival statement, Mr. 
Raimond said that all measures 
taken by France against the Ira- 
nian mission would be lifted when 
Mr. Gordji answered the sum- 
mons of the prosecutor probing 


the bomb attacks. 

“The problem is very simple," 
be told reporters at the airport. 

“Mr. Gordji must surrender to 
the summons of the prosecutor 
and from that moment all the 
measures taken around the 
embassy mil be lifted.” 

The visit to Jordan by Mr. 
Raimond has been described by a 
senior embassy official here as a 
follow-up to the European Com- 
munity's endorsement in Febru- 
ary of the idea of an international 
peace conference for negotiations 
to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
France had been playing a lead- 
ing role within the European 
Community in helping to bring 
about an end to the Middle East 
problem and the nearly seven- 
year-old Iran-Iraq war. 


Israel bans Gaza fishing for 
second time in two months 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel has banned 
the large fishing fleet in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip from putting to 
sea for the second time in two 
months, foreign aid officials said 
Sunday. 

They said the Israeli military 
governor ordered the Gaza 
Fishermen’s Union on Friday not 
to fish until further notice. 

An Israeli patrol boat rounded 
up more than 50 boats which 
were at sea at the time and the 
military governor went to the 
local mosque to inform fishermen 
of foe ban. 

Captain Eli Horovitz, a spokes- 
man for the military authorities, 
said foe order was issued for 
“security” reasons. 

A 28-day fishing ban imposed 
in May after six Palestinians 
escaped from Gaza’s main jail 
cost the fishing industry an esti- 
mated $2.4 million in lost earn- 
ings. aid officials said. Only one 
of the fugitives was recaptured. 

Fishing is one of the few local 
iL istries in the Gaza Strip and 


provides part of the staple diet of 
600,000 Palestinians who live in 
•the impoverished area’s teeming 
refugee camps and towns. 

The ban affects about 1,000 
fishermen. Each day of lost 
fishing costs the Gaza industry an 
estimated $86,000. 

Meanwhile, Israel's military 
chief in the occupied West Bank, 
where a bomb blast injured 15 
people on Saturday, said Palesti- 
nian commandos were trying to 
destroy Arab-Jewish coexistence 
in foe area. 

The bomb exploded in a res- 
taurant in the town of Qalqiliya. 
There was no claim of responsi- 
bility and police said there was no 
way of knowing whether Jews or 
Arabs were responsible for the 
attack. 

It occurred less than 24 hours 
after foe Shabiba wing of the 
Fateh movement called for a 
week of protest action against 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The occupation authorities re- 
sponded by ordering foe AI Na- 


jah University in Nablus to re- 
main closed throughout 
Saturday. 

Interviewed on Israel Televi- 
sion after foe Qalqiliya explosion. 
Brigadier Ephraim Sneh said: 

“Coexistence is a reality. You 
can see it here particularly on 
Saturdays, with the town full of 
Israelis shopping and eating in 
restaurants and it is exactly that 
contact the Palestinian activists 
want to smash.” 

Qalqiliya mayor, Mohammad 
Abu Sneneh, condemned the 
bombing, which he said had 
angered and saddened residents 
of the town. 

In another development, 
Israeli legislators urged the dis- 
missal Sunday of a general who 
heads a museum because he pub- 
licly proposed the expulsion of 
Arabs from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Rehavam Zeevi, formerly in 
charge of foe occupation army in 
foe occupied West Bank, made 
the suggestion in a lecture Satur- 
day at Tel Aviv University. 


Mubarak and Peres likely to 
hold talks in Geneva this week 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
are likely to meet in Geneva later 
this week for talks on an interna- 
tional Middle East peace confer- 
ence, Peres' aides said Sunday. 

They said the cabinet at its 
weekly session authorised Mr. 
Peres to make the trip despite the 
fact that Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and his right-wing Likud 
bloc remain vehemently opposed 
to a peace conference. 

The sources said Mr. Mubarak 
had agreed in principle to meet- 
Mr. Peres during a meeting of a 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UN- 
CTAD) on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

“He received government 
approval today,” an aide said, 
adding that last details were being 
finalised and it would be known 
for certain on Sunday if the meet- 
ing would take place. 

“I think it will be *yes,’ ” the 
aide said. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Mubarak 
last met in Egypt in February and 
issued a joint statement calling 
for a peace conference to be 
convened this year. 

Since then, Mr. Peres has 
foiled to swing a majority of 
Israel's coalition government be- 


hind the proposal and been un- 
able to force early elections on 
the issue. 

Foreign ministry officials said 
that even if foe Israeli deadlock 
on foe issue persisted, the meet- 
ing with Mr. Mubarak was a 
welcome opportunity to discuss 
bilateral Israeli-Egyptian ties. 

Mr. Shamir's spokesman Yossi 
Ahimeir said Mr. Peres made no 
mention of talks .with Mr. Mubar- 
ak when he obtained cabinet bles- 
sing for his Geneva trip on Sun- 
day bat the prime minister did 
not oppose such a meeting. 

A foreign ministry source told 
AP it bad not yet been decided 
whether Mr. Peres would meet 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar during 
the two-day Geneva conference. 

He said Mr. Peres might meet 


with U.S. Middle East envoy 
Richard Mmphy, scheduled to 
meet in Geneva with his Soviet 
counterpart Vladimir Polyakov of 
foe Soviet Foreign Ministry. 

Mr. Murphy and Mr. Polyakov 
are expected to discuss possibili- 
ties for convening the interna- 
tional peace conference. 

Egypt this week protested 
against an Israeli plan to pump 
water from foe occupied West 
Bank town of Bethlehem and 
complained that the scheme con- 
stituted a violation of internation- 
al law. 

Mayors in the West Bank have 
complained that such a well 
would exacerbate an already se- 
rious water shortage faced by 
Arabs in Bethlehem and nearby 
areas. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, L- 
shaped hall, bathroom with an extra toilet, a large kitchen 
and a separate direct telephone. It is located opposite 
Shmeisani Bookshop. 

. For further Information, please contact Mr. Marar. 
phone: 661049. 


*• - 











Middle East news 


IORDAN TIMES. MONDAY JULY 6, 1987 


Iranian missiles placed 
on launchers at Hormuz 


, ■ W 
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North to tell his story at last 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) —Iran has begun to place 
its Chinese-made anti-ship missiles on launchers at 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz, Gulf-based marine 
salvage executives said Saturday. 


The missiles reportedly were 
lest-flrcd in the area in February-, 
but the salvage executives said 
some were placed on launchers 
Friday, making them fully oper- 
ational against shipping. 

But a U S. government official 
involved in Middle Eastern 
affairs said that according to in- 
formation available to him Fri- 
day. the Silkworms were “not 
operationally deployed." 

*1 would he very cautious ab- 
out reporting that the missiles 
have been deployed." said the 
official, speaking bn condition of 
anonymity. 

A State Department spokes- 
woman had no comment on the 
report. 

The United States, which re- 
cently has bolstered its military 
forces in the Gulf, has repeatedly 
warned that any move by Iran to 
deploy the missiles would be a 
major danger to shipping in the 
strategic waterway. 

The salvage executives, who 
insisted on anonymity, said the 
launchers were at the port of 
Bandar Abbas overlooking the 
vital strait, and possibly on near- 


by Qeshm Island, which belongs 
to Iran. 

They said they were told of the 
deployment by their radio moni- 
tors. who listen for developments 
in the Gulf and have tugboats on 
alert for salvage operations. 

The missiles have a range of 
about 80 kilometres and are cap- 
able of threatening all shipping in 
the strait. 

Washington reportedly has 
drawn up contingency plans for a 
pre-emptive attack on the missile 
emplacements as one possible 
move to reduce the danger to 
shipping in the waterway.' 

The southern Iranian port of 
Bandar Abbas overlooks the 
Hormuz, and Qeshm Island, a 
large tract on Iran's side of the 
Gulf waters. 

There was no immediate con- 
firmation from military sources in 
the United States or elsewhere 
concerning the latest reports from 
the salvage executives. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger on Tuesday had told 
reporters at the White House that 
the Iranian Silkworms were not 
yet operational. 


When the missiles were tested 
earlier this year, shipping sources 
said the Iranians fired them at a 
old ship's hulk off the naval base 
at Bandar Abbas. They said the 
Iranians hit the simulated target 
with obvious ease. 

[ran has threatened to make 
the Gulf sea lanes insecure for all 
countries of the region if its war 
foe. Iraq, continues to raid Ira- 
nian shipping and block its oil 
exports. 

Tehran accuses Kuwait of aid- 
ing Iraq's war efforts and has 
been sending its gunboats raiding 
Kuwaiti tankers. 

Kuwait has turned to the Un- 
ited States for protection against 
Iran, and Washington was to fly 
the American flag atop II 
Kuwaiti tankers. The tankers will 
thus be entitled to American 
warship protection in the Gulf. 

Iran has warned, that even 
American warship escorts will not 
deter it from raiding Kuwaiti 
ships. 

The U.S. navy was expected to 
maintain a force of three large 
cruisers, one destroyer, and four 
guided-missile frigates, in addi- 
tion to the command ship Lasalle 
on station in the Gulf by mid- 
July. 

In Bahrain, a U.S. navy 
spokesman for the command of 
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the Middle East Force, Stephen 
Honda, confirmed there were 
now “approximately eight" navy 
vessels in the Gulf. 

The U.S. aircraft carrier Con- 
stellation was to arrive at a point 
in the Arabian Sea abutting the 
Hormuz sometime in the coming 
week. Pentagon sources said in 
Washington. The U.S. navy also 
has ordered the battleship Mis- 
souri to the Gulf. 

The decision to beef up the 
□aval force was made after the 
May 17 Iraqi missile attack on the 
frigate USS Stark. Washington 
accepted an apology by Iraq, 
which said the Stark was mis- 
taken for an Iranian warship. 

The United States said it will 
exert itself to arrange a peaceful 
end to the 6W-year-old Iran-Iraq 
war. Failing this, Washington 
emphasised it would use its milit- 
ary might to protect its interests 


and those of friendly Arab coun- 
tries in the Gulf region. 

Iran's Parliament Speaker, 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, on June 26 
dubbed the United States a 
“wounded wolf' and warned that 
“if America sheds one drop of 
(Iranian) blood in the Gulf, there 
will be a river of blood flowing in 
the world.” 

I ranian officials have scoffed at 
reports the United States could 
launch a pre-emptive attack to 
wipe out the missiles, saying they 
can quickly be moved away from 
danger on mobile launchers. 

Iran's War Information Head- 
quarters chief, Kama! Kharrazi, 
has said “It is no secret that the 
(Silkworm) missile launchers at 
Iran’s disposal are quite mobile 
and could be quickly moved to a 
safe location within a few minutes 
of their loads being fired.'' 


Turkey seeks to. keep out of Mideast turmoil I NBC film on West 


By Paul Bolding 

Reuter 

ANKARA — Visits to Turkey by 
His Majesty King Hussein and a 
top Gulf official have focused 
attention on the role this strategi-. 
callv-piaced NATO member 
country could play in seeking 
peace in the Middle East. 

Bui diplomats said Ankara, 
while showing interest in the 
problems of the region, would do 
all it could to avoid becoming 
closely involved. 

“Turkey knows anything it 
does in the Middle East is bound 
to antagonise someone, and 
probably one of its neighbours." 
one envoy said. 

Both the King and Abdullah 
Bishara. secretary-general of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
grouping Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain. Oman. Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates, sought 
Turkey's help in efforts to end the 
Iran-lraq war when they visited 
Ankara last week. 

Diplomats said the King’s 
hastily-arranged visit was mainly 
designed to seek Turkey’s views 
on his attempts to convene a 
Middle East peace conference 
and to secure a rapprochement 
between Syria and Iraq, both 
Turkey ’s neighbours. 

Turkey also borders Iran. The 
long frontier area in the south- 
east with Iran. Svria and Iraq is 
particularly sensitive because each 
has a Kurdish minority with links 
to the Kurdish Worker's Party, 
the rebel group waging a guerrilla 
war against Turkish forces. 

Turkey is pulled in various 
directions as a member of the 


Western alliance bordering the 
Soviet Union, a member of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence and a country that has 
striven to strengthen relations 
with Israel, with which it main- 
tains low-level diplomatic ties. 

Columnist Coskun Kirca, a for- 
mer career diplomat, writing in 
the mass-circulation daily Hur- 
riyet. noted that Premier Turgut 
Ozal often proclaims Turkey to 
be a power in the region and said 
it should be more active. 

“It would be inconsistent for 
Turkey to say it is an important 
country in the Middle East and at 
the same rime hold back from 
overtly stating its views because 
of a few radical Arab states. We 
can play a role and put forward 
our views,” Kirca wrote. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

One Western envoy said there 
was no dear role for Ankara to 
play in helping stage a Middle 
East peace conference. 

King Hussein, in a dinner 
speech, called on Ankara to press 
Iran to talk peace in its seven- 
year war with Iraq. “We hope 
Turkey will insist that Iran follow 
the laws of God and accept deci- 
sions on ending thi$ tragic 
war....” he told President Kenan 
Evren. 

The King’s arrival came a day 
after Mr. Bishara sought the help 
of Prime Minister Turgut Ozal in 
efforts to end the war. 

He told the semi-official 
Anatolian Agency he had ex- 
plained the attitude of the GCC. 
which supports Iraq, and said: “I 
asked Mr. Ozal to support us. to 


work with us... I asked for sup- 
port in the (United Nations) Secur- 
ity Coundl. We need Turkey’s 
help on the Gulf question and the 
Iran-Iraq war." 

Gen. Evren told King Hussein 
Turkey supports the idea of an 
international conference and they 
expressed similar views on the 
rights of the Palestinian people : 
and the need for Israel to with- 
draw from the occupied territor- 
ies, including Jerusalem. 

Gen. Evren, in his dinner 
speedi, however, made no sug- 
gestion Turkey would deviate 
from its neutrality in the war 
between Iran and Iraq . 

Diplomats say Turkey, which 
has offered to mediate between 
Iran and Iraq, hopes for lucrative 
business in both countries after 
the war ends' witfi ‘cotistfilction 
contracts and expertise.---’-- 

It has good ties with both on a 
formal level, but Iraqi delays in 
trade payments have caused ran- 
cour and the refusal of Iranian 
Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi, on a visit to Ankara this 
month, to honour Turkey’s secu- 
larist founder, Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk, left a bitter taste. 

Mr. Ozal, meanwhile, is due to 
visit Syria soon to try to improve 
relations made fragile by Tur- 
key's damming of the Euphrates 
River, which they share, and by 
Turkish- allegations of Kurdish 
rebel bases in Syria. 

All Turkey's aims could be 
spoiled if it were sucked into 
regional disputes, said one West- 
ern envoy. “Turkey has never 
wanted to be a real player on the 
Mideast stage. It wants to keep 
out of the morass," be said. 


Bank upsets U.S. Jews 


NEW YORK — A storm has 
blown up here over an NBC 
documentary, screened on 
Wednesday night, dealing with 
Israel's 20 years in the West Bank 
and Gaza. The television film. Six 
Days Plus Twenty Years: A 
Dream is Dying, is. as its title 
implies, sharply critical of Israel. 

The film shows Israeli troops 
kicking and beating West Bank- 
ers, Meir Kahane threatening to 
expel the Arabs, and liberal 
Israelis talking about “the cor- 
rupting effects of the occupa- 
tion." 

NBC anchorman Tom Brock- 
aw states: “This was not sup- 
posed to happen when .Israel won 
its victory ^y'ears^ago. The hope 
was for a ‘permanent peace." 

Other negative images show 
Israeli soldiers demolishing the 
homes of commando suspects and 
fencing off Arab shops in Heb- 
ron. Interviews with Jewish set- 
tlers show them laying claim to 
the West Bank on the basis of 
payments made by the Patriarchs 
Abraham and Jacob and by King 
David. 

The Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B’rith criticised the prog- 
ramme by calling it "one-sided," 
while the Jewish Community Re- 
lations Coundl of New York said: 
“It was a simplistic and one-sided 
view of a very complicated issue 
that was distorted and unba- 
lanced.” 

Television reviewer John Corry 
wrote in The New York Times: 
“We would have a surer sense of 
what it was all about if NBC had 


included an old-fashioned map. It 
is impassible to understand the 
occupation without knowing ab- 
out Israel's geography.” 

A spokesman for the Arab 
American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee. Faris Bouhafa. cal- 
led it “a breakthrough in network 
presentation of the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict,” and said that the 
Palestinian viewpoint had been 
presented “with extraordinary 
accuracy.” 

Paul Greenberg, the director of 
the documentary, said he had 
chosen not to indude an official 
Israeli statement on the grounds 
that “government spokesmen al- 
ways .say foe same things.". 

Greenberg suggested that .foe 
American Jewish community 
“should pay attention to the 
programme and think, because 
the situation really exists. To 
deny it and say it will go away is 
like ignoring a cancer in your own 
body." — The Jerusalem Post. 

Turkey and U.K. to 
discuss EC 

LONDON (R) — Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister Vahit Halefoglu ar- 
rived in London on Sunday on an 
official visit focusing on Cyprus 
and Ankara’s plans to join the 
European Community (EC). Mr. 
Halefoglu will meet Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe on 
Monday, Defence Secretary 
George Younger on Tuesday ana 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er on Wednesday. 


By Sue Baker 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Much of the 
mystery surrounding Oliver 
North may be stripped away this 
week under the glare of television 
lights as foe fired White House 
aide tells bis Iran-contra story for 
the first time in public. 

“I expect it will be dramatic 
and fascinating,” said Repre- 
sentative Henry Hyde, one of the 
26 lawmakers who will question 
Col. North under oath for four 
days starting on Tuesday. 

“He is clearly the focal point of 
all we've been doing. Ail roads 
lead to North," the Illinois Re- 
publican told Reuters. 

In foe seven weeks of hearings 
so far, the decorated Vietnam 
combat veteran has seen his su- 
per-patriot image badly dented 
by revelations of possible person- 
al profit and many members have 
expressed growing doubts he will 
tell the truth. 

Nevertheless, Col. North's 
testimony has high stakes for 
many figures in the bungled fore- 
ign policy escapades he ran from 
foe White House. And President 
Reagan, already scarred by the 
affair, could have the most to 
lose. 

Since the scandal erupted last 
November, Mr. Reagan has de- 
nied repeatedly that he knew of 
the scheme, allegedly run by Col. 
North, to divert milli ons of dol- 
lars from the covert sale of U.S. 
arms to Iran to Nicaraguan contra 
rebels. 

What Mr. Reagan knew is “the 
Mega question." said Mr. Hyde, 
one of several North loyalists on 
foe co mmi ttees who have begun 
to doubt their hero. 

The Marine colonel, fired by 
Mr. Reagan from the National 
Security Council (NSC) last Nov. 
25, is one of only two men inter- 
rogators believe can answer that 
question. 


The other is Col. North** :c.- 
mer boss John Poindexter. %. . * 
admiral who resigned as Mi. 
Reagan's national security advi- 
sor the same day Col. North was 
fired. 

Neither h&as spoken publicly 
about his role in the scandal. But 
both have accepted limited im- 
munity from prosecution in re- 
turn for their testimony before 
Congress. 

That will protert their lesn- 
mony from use against them in a 
separate criminal probe beipg 
conducted by independent special 
prosecutor Lawrence Walsh. 

Adm. Poindexter probably will 
testify next week. 

One witness said Cel. North 
related how he once joked with 
Mr. Reagan about the irony of 
Iran's Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini unwittingly helping 
them arm foe contras. 

But a Justice Department offi- 
cial who questioned Col. North 
on the issue two days before Nov. 
25 last year, told foe committees 
Col. North said be never told Mr. 
Reagan about the diversion and 
"didn't think" it had been 
approved. 

Some legislators remain scep- 
tical. They point out that Col. 
North's lawyer at that time told 
the same official Col. North 
wanted to “step forward and take 
foe spears in his own chest.” 

Moreover, one day after the 
lawyer's comment, Mr. Reagan 
did something Col. North had not 
been expecting — he fired him. 

It was a move some legislators 
believe was an attempt to make 
the 43-year-old Marine, whom 
Mr. Reagan once called a 
“national hero,” a scapegoat for 
the entire affair. 

As part of that effort, adminis- 
tration officials have sought to 
portray Col. North as a rogue 
elephant, a can-do officer who 
ran amok, wheeling and dealing 


arms and hostages in ov«- 
•-fious pursuit of Mr. Reagan's 
goals. 

The arms sales to Iran were an 
attempt to buy freedom for U.S. 
hostages being held ip Lebanon 
by pro- Iranian extremists and ran 
counter to stated U.S. policy 
against dealing with states be- 
lieved "to sponsor terrorism" and 
Mr. Reagan’s oft-stated pledges 
not to pay ransom for the hos- 
tages. 

But several witnesses said Col. 
North told them he was acting 
with the president's knowledge 
and approval in his efforts to free 
the hostages and arm the contras 
usine private and third country 
donations during a 1984-1986 
congressional ban. 

“They feel like they were doing 
(foe) lord's work — worked like 
dogs ... and believed they were 
not violating any laws,*' Thomas 
Green. Col. North's one-time 
lawyer, was quoted as saying by 
the Justice Department official. 

Answering reporters’ questions 
last week as he headed into a 
private session with the commit- 
tee interrogators. Col. North 
pledged to tell the truth. 

Col. North often boasted about 
his relationship with Mr. Reagan 
and suggested he had ready ac- 
cess to” the Oval Office. White 
House records show he attended 
several meetings with the presi- 
dent bur never alone. 

At several Capitol Hill appear- 
ances last December. Col. North 
repeatedly refused to testify, cit- 
ing his legal rights against self- 
incrimination. 

But at one hearing, when a 
congressman suggested his si- 
lence was unpatriotic and damag- 
ing to Mr. Reagan. Col. North 
replied: “I don't think there's 
another person in America who 
wants to tell this story as much as 
I do. sir." 

This week he will be given his 
chance. 


Israeli Arabs establish watchdog committee 


HAIFA (AP) — The leaders of 
Israel's 700.000-strong Arab 
minority established on Saturday 
a special committee to seek equal 
rights with the country's Jewish 
majority, an Arab leader said. 

“This is the beginning of a new 
period of Arab relations with 
Israel,” Magid A1 Hadj, chair- 
man of the National Arab Educa- 
tional . Committee,, .told., the 
Associated Press 

He said the decision was 
adopted at the Saturday meeting 
of foe National Committee of 
Arab local councils, Arab mem- 
bers of parliament and Arab offi- 


cials of the Histadrut Labour 
Federation. 

Last month,. Israeli Arabs 
staged a full-scale commercial 
strike to protest alleged discri- 
mination by the Jewish majority 
and to demand more government 
spending on schools, health and 
other services in Arab towns and 
villages. 

“This was foe first time in cue 
history foat the Arab community 
in Israel was so unified,” Mr. 
Hadj, a Haifa University lectur- 
er, said in reference to the strike. 

He said in an interview mem- 
bers of foe new committee will 


meet with Israeli officials and 
“check if they are serious in their 
premises :h3t they have made to 
us." 

He said that among the steps 
the new committee considered 
was a proposal to keep schools in 
the Arab sector dosed next 
September if further education 
budgets are not allocated to Arab 
municipalities. 

“We are considering different 
steps but all of us agree. that foe 
time for equality has come. With- 
out equality' we can not talk about 
democracy." Mr. Hadj said. 


Iran allows French diplomats to move freely 


PARIS (AP) — The Iranian gov- 
ernment on Saturday agreed to 
allow French diplomats and em- 
ployees to move freely in Tehran, 
after keeping 28 people confined 
to the French embaissy for five 
days, according to a Foreign 
Ministry announcement: 

In a statement released Satur- 
day. foe ministry said “Iranian 
authorities decided Saturday 
afternoon to authorise embassy 
personnel to leave and return.” 
However, Iran retained the 
right to check the identity of all 


those departing and entering. 

The announcement seemed to 
signal a shift in the diplomatic 
standoff between France and Iran 
that had developed during the 
past week. 

Eleven women, 16 men and a 
baby bad been confined for five 
days to foe Frencb embassy com- 
pound in Tehran in retaliation for 
a stakeout by French police at the 
Iranian embassy in Paris. 

French authorities had been 
looking for Wahid Gordji, 
wanted since June 3 for question- 


ing in connection with a wave of 
Paris bombings in which 11 peo- 
ple died and 150 others were hurt 
last September. 

Gordji. who is listed officially 
as a translator but is considered 
by French authorities to be a 
“pivot" in clandestine activities, 
does not have diplomatic status. 
He took refuge in the Iranian 
embassy and presented himself 
Thursday night, translating at a 
news conference. 

He has r.ot yet agreed to ques- 
tioning. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An an exhibition by Omar BssouJ at 
the Housing Bank Centre's gallery 
(until July 18). 

* French archaeological exhibition at 
French Cultural Centre runs through 
July 9. 

* An exhibition of paintings by Jansel 
Sharoi at the Petra Bank Gaflcrv (until 
July 9) 

FEATURE FILM 

* ‘'Revolution" at 7:U0 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 

LECTURE 


' A lecture on ihe excavations since 
1981 of the Neolithic site of Ain 
Ghazal will be presented at the De- 
part ment of Antiquities Registration 
Centre. Monday 6 July at 7 p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Counal 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A. ’. 641793 

Y.W.M.A 604251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


"Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" run and knowledge for all 

ages, plus a small planetarium ai the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum; Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash [4th 10 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-? p.m. 


Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Masons: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Ai Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. lo 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a colketioa of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luwvibdch. Opening hoars: 
10.00 3.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.U0 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tci. 
630128. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Onb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 
i '««< pUtadtipma Qub. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelpbui Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
I JO p.na. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Ctab. Jabal A t- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 81651 4. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tci. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Calholic] Jabal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Cfanith (Roman Calholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tei. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5J0 

p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Anaancfarthni (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaB. Tel- 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 675383- 
Anoenkn Catholic Church Ashrafich. 

Tel. 77I33I- 

Annenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
Gch. Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) AshraBch. TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Tei. 
677534. 

EvangeBcal Lutheran Church, Am- 
man. Arabic Service: Sunday 7:00 p.m. 
Rainbow Congregation, English Ser- 
vice: Saturday 6 JO p.m. Rev. N. Smir. 
Tel. 811295. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tei. <0S) 55200-5. where it 
should always tv verified 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 Cairo (RJ) 

19:29 Lamaca(RJ') 

10JQ Damascus (RJ j 

10J0 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10 JO Kuwait (RJ) 

10:55 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

17J0 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO New York (add.) <RJ| 

18:40 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

18:40 Athens (RJ) 

1W10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:10 Bucharest (RJ) 

19:40 Bangkok (RJ) 

00J5 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TermlnBl 2) 

10:20 Sana'a (LH) 

13:20 Cairo (MS) 

13:20 ....... Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF| 

I4J5 Kuwait (KU) 

■15J0 Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

17J0 Baghdad (I A) 

19:25 Beirut (ME) 

00:40 Baghdad ( AF) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

68.-00 Aqaba (RJ) 

12.-00 .... Amsterdam, New York(RJ) 

12:15 Bucharest (RJ) 

I2J0 Paris (RJ) 

12J0 Athens (RJ) 

12:45 Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles 

(RJ) 

13:15 .... Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 

13:30 Cairo (RJ) 

20-45 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2040 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2045 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:06 Jeddah iRJi 

21:15 Cairo (RJl 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

07:10 Cairo. London (BA) 

11:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

14:05 Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

1545 Kuwait (KU) 

1640 Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

1840 Baghdad (1A) 

01:40 Paris (AF) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Sunday rates 

Local scWbuy rates in Bis 

Belgian franc 89.9/ 90.6 

Dutch guilder 164.8 1 166.1 

French franc 55.7/ 56.1 

Italian lira 25.7/ 26 

Japanese yen (for 100) 229.3/ 231.4 

Swedish crown 53.4/ 53.4" 

Swiss franc 223/ 225.1 

U.K. sterting pound 549.3/ 554.5 

U.S. dollar 34I.fr/ 344 

W. German mark 185.5/ lfft.2 


PRAYER TIMES 


03-SI 

05 J3 

12.-40 

1641 

19:48 

21:24 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Dunn 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

‘lsha 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman gpvemorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Oil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Firstaid 630341 

Blood Bank 77K303 

Civi] Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622U90-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639 141 

Traffic police R9639W1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125.-8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalkfj Maternity. J. Aran ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcitani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 069131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Moasher Hospital &S7227/9 

Ihe Islamic. AbdaS 666127/37 

ALAhli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Badrir.J. AshraGeh 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89I6IU15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Min buy of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints (#6412 

Price complaints UfrlFo 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East cults 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 

NIGHT Dim' 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 795392 

Dr. Mahmoud Ajam 894184 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Outah 740999 

Dr. Wa'cl Khartabil ni5035 

Firas pharmacy 731207 

Salara pharmacy 636730 

Nciroukh pharmacy 723672 

Hinnawi pharmacy 845376 

Khalaf pharmacy " 778653 

AI Ferdows pharinacy 068643 


TAXIS: 

Khalrd tasi 

Jerusalem tasi 

Hebron lari 

Busman taxi 

Nu'ad taxi 

AJSalahtaxi 

Siyahata.fi 

Kindi taxi 


ZRflfD: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Afcwa 

Tala pharmacy 

Sharaa - pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fayzeb Abdul Aziz ., 

Bclal pharmacy 

Shaza pharmacy 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

ll will be fair, with northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds win 
be northerly moderate and calm sea. 



Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley ... 


Min. /max. temp. 

il« 27 

12/35 

11/33 

19/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 38 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 


Vpperfkrwer price in Bis per kg. 
Apple (Lebanese* Turkish) 300 /So 

Apple 550 / 450 

Appncot 900 / 800 

® anana 320 / 280 

Banana (Mukammar) 270 / 220 

350 / 300 

CkPMge 100/ 70 

Cauliflower 130/100 

Eggplant (large) 110/70 

Eggplant (small) 230/180 

550/450 

Gra P« 550 / 450 


Lemon 

Mallow 

Manow 

Onion (drv) ... 

Orange (l6cal)” 

Okra..., 

Pc PP cr (L«).... 

£?Pper (Sweet) . 

Plums 

Potato 

Raddish 

Sweet melon 

Tomatoes 

Vine (caves 

Watermelon 


400/330 

70/ 50 

150/100 

120/ 80 

150/100 

450 1 400 

200/150 

240/180 

700 / 600 

200/140 

120/ 90 

200/ 150 

150/ 100 

350 / 300 

100/ 70 
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New writers federation announced 
to replace recently dissolved JWA 


King, Queen greet Children’s Congress 


AMkAN (J.T.) — Jordan is to 
h«vc a. Jordanian .Writers Federa- 
tion (JWF) which will replace the 
dissolved Jordanian Writers 
Association (TWA), Minister of 
. Culture^ Tourism, . Antiquities, 
awTItforrmation Kfohairanad A1 
JKhatib announced Sunday. 

‘fa making the announcement, 
the minister said that the federa- 
tion would be a meeting {dace for 
creative citizens who would offer 
services to their country and 
'serve as beacons for their coun- 
trymen- „ 

Last month, the government 
derided to .dissolve the JWA, 
which grouped' more than 300 
members, charging that the mem- 
bers ragaged in political activities 
incompatible with their work as 
writers. . 

Many of the members express- 
,ed> strong, negative reaction to 
the government’s measure in in- 
terviews with the Jordan Times at 
die time of the closure. 

: According to Mr. Kfratib,40 
writers .have approached his 
ministry with requests for the 
establishment of the JWF with 
tte. purpose of s timulating the 
literary movement and the cultu- 
ral activities of the Kingdom. 

He said that the proposed fed- 
eration will have its headquarters 
in Amman, but soon there will be 
branches in the main dries of the 
Kingdom. 

The minister said that the 40 
writers who submitted, requests 
for setting up the new federation 
will be considered as constituted 
members who mil now elect a 
chairman and 10 board members 
to serve for a transitional period 
of one year after which the gener- 
al assembly will convene to elect 
a new board that will serve for 
two years. 

According to the Jordan News 


Kanaan 
in London 
to discuss 
development aid 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning Taher Kanaan has left 
for London on a week-long visit 
to the United Kingdom for talks 
on prospective British aid to 
Jordan. 

ji - The JordarrNewr Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Dr. Kanaan will 
: meet 1 officials^ feem the British 
Ministry, :cf State: for Overseas 
Development to explain an about 
Jordanian ■ sponsored develop- 
ment schemes in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Britain had earlier proposed 
providing £10 million for these 
.schemes. He will also discuss 
projects to be financed through 
the British technical assistance 
programme to the Israeli-occu- 
pied Arab lands, Petra said. 

It said that the minister will 
.also discuss technical cooperation 
pertaining to Jordanian develop- 
ment plans. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, in a speed) deli- 
vered on his behalf in London last 
month, said that Jordan’s new 
1986-1990 five-year national de- 
velopment plan is designed to deal' 
with economic realities and to 
boost Jordan's economy into a 
. new phase of development to 
meet the challenges of the 1990s. 








Minister of Culture, Tourism, Antiquities, and Information Moham- 
mad A1 Khatfh announces the plans to form a new Jordanian Writers 
Federation in the presence of sane of tie 40 writers who submitted the 
request for the new federation (Peira photo) 


Agency, Petra, most of the con- 
stituent members had served as 
members in the former assoda- 


given as members of the new 
JWF’s constituent assembly: 
Roks A1 Uzaizi, Nayef Abu 


tion. The additional members are Ubeid, Abdul Qader Roba’i,' 
university professors and estab- ‘Suleiman A1 Musa, Mahmoud 


lished writers. 

Members of the new federation 
will be able to benefit from social 
security system, bousing projects 
and other benefits that the gov- 
ernment provides its employees 
and workers. Also, through a 
new law still to be endorsed by 
the government, they trill be 

Offered finanrial a^ ^tanw tO 

help them lead a comfortable life 
and continue their literary work, 
die minister said. 

The new federation’s head- 
quarters will be in the same pre- 
mises of the former association 
for the time being, until a new 
location is agreed on, the minister 
said. 

The following names were 


Shalabi, Hani AI Amad, Sab ban 
Khnleifet, Mohammad Abu Has- 
san, Yousef Al Ghazu, All Al 
Hamad, Abdullah Mansour, Nus- 
rat Abdul Rahman, Salman 
Budur, Louis Muqattash, Ahmad 
Jaber, Samih Al Sharif, Mustafa 
Al Far, Mohammad Samhan, 
Ibrahim Al Samman, Abd ullah 
Rashid, Ribhi Omar, Azmi Kha- 
mis, Mazen Sbadid, Hamoudeh 
ZaQoum. Atallafa Abu Ziyad, 
Haidar Mahmoud, Hind Abui 
Shaar, Farouk Tartar, Salah Shub- 
ul, Mahmoud Al Tal, Hani 
Khair, Mohammad Abu Soufa, 
Diauddin AI Rifai, Yousef Gha- 
wanmeb, Suleiman Oweis, Abdul 
Fattah Nafe’, Hassab Abu Ghani- 
ma, Saad Abu Dayyab, Isam Al 
Mousa, S amir Qafami 


Hamdan 
tours 
Tafileh 
Govemorate 

TAFILEH (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Yousef Ham- 
dan Al Jaber visited Sunday 
Tafileh Govemorate, where he 
discussed projects being executed 
by munitipatities in the governo- 
rs te. He also opened a public 
library in the city of Tafileh. 

The work of municipalities 
should complement that of his 
Ministry which strives to support 
local council’s projects with all 
available means, the minister said 
at a meeting attended by heads of 
municipal and village councils. 

He said that the government, 
under directives from His Majes- 
ty King Hnssein, is trying to 
extend technical and financial 
help to municipalities to develop 
all regions. 

Acting upon these directives, 
the minist er noted that develop- 
ment schemes have been worked 
out for each municipality with the 
purpose of raising its standards 
ana boosting its efficiency in im- 
plementing projects. 

The Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment is intent on achieving a 
reversal of migration to urban 
regions by providing all services 
in rural areas of the Kingdom, the 
minister pointed out. 

A working paper on ways to x , vrr 
organise in order to handle prob- 1 « 

presents credentials 


By Peter Baratta 

Special to toe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — S miling faces, colourful clothing and 
traditional folksongs and dances filled the Al Nadwa 
Palace Sunday afternoon as Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor greeted the 7th annual 
Arab Children’s Congress* 

Sitting among the 67 children . has faced numerous challenges, 
from IS Arab countries, the she said, adding that “whatever 
Queen watched individual and Tm trying to do (with the Chil- 
groups play instruments and per- dren's Congress) is for future 
form traditional Arabic songs and generations so they will be fell of 
dances for the audience. hope and faith for their future.” 

The event, briefly attended by In his opening remarks, Issam 
the King, was part of the week- Zawawi, director of the Children’s 
long congress, which brings Arab Congress Programme, thanked 
children to Jordan each year to the King and Queen for their 
learn about Jordanian and Arab support of the event and their 
culture. .concern for children which be 

Begun in 1980 try the Queen said goes beyond national bor- 
and hosted by the Noor Al Hus- deis. 

sein Foundation (NHF) since Mr. Zawawi also thanked the 
1985, the Children's Congress has congress' preparatory committee 
brought some 430 children to and the participating countries 
Jordan to learn more about their for their support and coopera- 
Arab heritage, the Queen said. tion. 

While teaching the children ab- In 'am Mufti, director of the 

out Arab culture is important, Noor Al Hussein Foundation, 
one of the congress’ main goals is said the NHF is trying to create a 


phere among the group, she said. 

“I hope these children are de- 
veloping a sense of identity with 
each other. Whatever they see, 
wherever they go (while in Jor- 
dan) is not so important as the 
spirit of family that develops,” 
the Queen told the Jordan Times. 

Since its foundation, Jordan 


stay in touch with al umni of the 
Children’s Congress and allow all 
participants to attend an al umni 
conference. 

The alumni conference will 
help the NHF to “fulfil our aims 
for building up close relations 
among Arab children,” Mrs. 
Mufti said. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor receive children of the 
seventh Arab Children’s Congress on Sunday (Petra photo) 

The congress helps “give the Earlier Sunday, the children 
first spark of a flame that c6uld meI with Mrs. Mufti and Mr. 
grow and grow” to gifted Arab Richard Reid, regional director 
children who can later take lead- of the United Nations Children 


The congress helps “give the 
first spark of a flame that c6uld 
grow and grow” to gifted Arab 
children who can later take lead- 
ing roles in their respective coun- 
tries, Mrs. Mufti said. 

She said the congress was de- 
veloped following an Arab sum- 
mit conference held in Amman in 
1980 and the United Nation’s 
designation of 1979 as the Inter- 
national. Year of the Child. 

Mrs. Mufti said the Queen was 
in creating a program- 
me that would allow Arab chil- 
dren to come together and learn 
about their binding culture and 
traditions. 

- The programme was run 
through the Queen's office before 
the NHF began sponsoring it with 
the foundation’s inception in 
1985, she said. 


Fund (UNICEF) and watched a 
documentary about the organisa- 
tion's activities. 

Monday, the group is sche- 
duled to visit Petra and Tuesday, 
they plan to travel to the Jordan 
Valley and the Dead Sea. On 
Wednesday, the children will 
attend the opening festivities of 
the Jerash Festival before leaving 
Jordan on Thursday. 

The children, who arrived in 
Amman July 2, visited with Jor- 
danian families and toured the 
Haya Arts Centre, the Roman 
amphitheatre in downtown Am- 
man, the folklore museum, the 
Martyr's Monument, and an 
Armed Forces unit in Irbid. 


New ambassador to Iraq 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cabinet approves protocol with Romania 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet has approved a protocol of 
economic, trade and technical cooperation signed between Jordan 
and Romania. The protocol is in implementation of an agreement 
for economic cooperation between the two countries signed in 
2979. The protocol was signed between the two countries last 
month in Bucharest during the visit of Minister of Planning Taber 
Kanaan to Romania where he headed Jordan’s delegation to toe 
meetings of the Joint Jordanian- Romanian Economic Committee. 
Talks befwoen ..the. twqjjdes focussed on joint endeavours for 
'e^tonngTor oiHrrjofdan as well as efforts foexpand-the Jordan 
• P6trol<3np; Rfc&Jety Romania 

paring potash... ^ , . , 

Deep-sea photo show to be held 

AQABA (Petra) — A deep-sea photography competition is to be 
held here early in September, according to an announcement. It 
said that 50 (fivers of different nationalities will be taking part in 
the competition which is organised by toe Tourism Authority in 
cooperation with the Egyptian consulate in Agate. Jordan and 
Egypt have lately signed a protocol on cooperation in tourism and 
Jordan has taken measures for promoting the tourism industry in 
the country. 

Man sentenced for embezzling 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced AH Abdul 
Rahman Sa’di Hassan to three months imprisonment for embez- 
.zling public funds. The general military governor endorsed the 
sentence. 

Bulgarian education group due In August 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Bulgarian educational delegation is due 
here on August 1 on a seven-day visit to Jordan. During toe visit 
the delegation will discuss with Ministry of Education officials 
ways of bolstering existing cultural and educational relations 
between Jordan and Bulgaria. 


merit process in rural regions was 
discussed at the meeting. The 
working paper suggested that the 
Ministry of Public Works under- 
take the burden of financing road 
projects and exempt local coun- 
cils’ purchases from customs 
duty. The paper also urged the ! 
minister to make additional 
allocations for projects being im- I 
piemen ted by local councils. 

The minister began his tour by seju, die Iraqi people and toe deals with bilateral relatio 
visiting the governor’s, tease and 
the municipality offices in Tafileh 

wherejaewas briefed on munirip- WOrKSIlOpS study results 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan's 
newly appointed ambassador to 
Iraq, Hflmi Al Lawzi Sunday 
presented his credentials to Iraqi 
deputy chairman of the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council, Mr. 
Izzat Ibrahim. 

Mr. Lawri conveyed greetings 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
to Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein, me Iraqi people and the 


.Armed Forces. 

Mr. Ibrahim praised Jordan's 
support for Iraq in its war with 
Iran and its efforts to defend 
Arab soil. 

Later, tbe ambassador deli- 
vered a message to Mr. Ibrahim 
from His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. The message 
deals with bilateral relations. 


After the meeting, it was 
announced that the ministry will 
stndy a request for lending 
Tafileh Municipality JD 394,000 
needed to finance its main shop- 
ping (jentrii in ' the city and estab- 
'fish-an Hriea _>to mate and : sell 
t m dKrafts. 

J,: Tbe wflT'sehd out a 

technical team to Tafileh to make 
an assessment of the city’s needs, 
according to a statement which 
followed the meeting. 

Later, Mr. Hamdan inaugu- 
rated toe public library in Tafileh 
which cost JD 13,000 and 
announced that toe ministry will 
offer the library JD 500 and 100 
books to promote its cultural 
activities. 

He also opened Tafileh’s new 
slaughter house which cost JD 
22,000 and laid the foundation 
stone for a shopping centre at Al 
‘Eis village, a Project expected to 
cost JD 42,000. 

The minis ter afterwards made 
an inspection tour of the village 
of Al Baida where he opened its 
new municipality building and 
visited Grandal where he held a 
meeting with heads of local coun- 
cils to review public services. 


of education evaluation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry and held meetings with educators 
of Education has invited experi- and officials from departments of 
eqced educators tq take part in education accompanied by. Mr. 
workshops of tesic^ers and offi- -^Fbouq^n ,-Hmdawi, .minister, of 

ctdls de- educatiop. . ... . 

. Yejopiiig a new pducatio^pystcm b r , ACPPriteg to tjte, Ministry of 
’in toe country. ; ~ Education, experienced teachers 

The educators' and veteran and veteran educators can take 
teachers will also be helping in part in discussions which started 
sorting out questionnaires com- Saturday covering the future cur- 
pleted by education teams sent ricula at schools, education su- 


Mabronk 


out to provinces over toe past two 
months to collect data and in- 
formation and also to test propos- 
als for updating the education 
system. 

On June 28, the ministry 
announced that a national confer- 
ence on education will be held in 
August, one month before the' 
reopening of the Kingdom’s 
schools for toe 1987/88 scholastic 
year. This conference will review 
the result of the work of the 
a lma tion reams and also of the 
questionnaires. 

The conference comes in the 
wake of inspection tours of tbe 
Kingdom’s schools by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
The Crown Prince visited schools 


£ rt in discussions which started 
turday covering toe future cur- 
ricula at schools, education su- 
pervision, training of teachers, 
examinations and vocational 
training. 

Hie discussions, the ministry 
said, are being held in a number 
of schools in Amman. 


Marwan Muasher, whose biweekly ‘Talking Straight” column 
in the Jordan Times did not always go in straight , is trying 
something that is hopefully less turbulent and more permanent for 
a change. Marwan, 31, and Lynne Fairaj, 26, entered the golden 
, cage yesterday, wijb-jjimdreds of their 'Mends and relatives 
'attenmng*thentyedamg ceremony, and reception at the Marriott 
Hotel: - 

The bride, a graduate in sociology from the American 
University in Beirut 1982, works with toe Jordan-Kuwait Agricul- 
ture Company; while the bridegroom, a Ph.D in electronic 
engineering from Purdue University in Indiana, is director of the 
Planning Ministry's information centre. Information on tbe newly 
formed centre will appear in the Jordan Times only after the 
honeymoon in Hawaii, of course. 

Meanwhile, toe staff of tbe Jordan Times would like to wish toe 
couple a happy and thoroughly enjoyable life. Many, many 


* 





Photo shows hi ghlig ht French archaeology , Damascus homes 


.. .By Meg Abu Hamdan 

.Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During the course 
of his official visit to Amman this 
week, French Foreign Minister 
Jean Bernard Raimond is sche- 
duled to visit tbe French Cultural 
Centre. In honour of his visit tbe 
centre h staging two major ex- 
hibitions. 

Emphasising the fact that the 
Breach centre in Amman is a* 
regional centre, the exhibitions 
Cover French activities not only in 
Jordan but in Syria and Iraq as 
well. 


In toe main exhibition hall, on 
loan from the French centre in 
Baghdad, is a comprehensive dis- 
play of photographs, maps and 
drawings which document the 
work ofthe French archaeologic- 
al delegation in Iraq since it was 
established exactly ten years ago. 

The French have been involved 
with archaeological work in Iraq 
for much longer than ten years as 
toe first panel of photographs 
shows. With charming old shots 
of such people as Thomas- Victor 
Place and Paul Botta, toe history 
of French archaeology can be 
traced back as far as 1842. 



foterior ef a grand old tense in Damascus, taken by toe French 
Ftaopapbav Phfflippe Terrancle. His photographs are on display hi 
findem with toe photo star on French archaeology in Iraq. 


In the last ten years, however, 
the French have intensified their 
research especially at Larsa, Tel 
ETOneili, Djebel Hamrin, Khir- 
bet Diniye (in the Haradum/ 
Harada area) and Khirbet Derak 
(in the Eskie Mossul region). The 
most important site is Larsa, a 
huge tel situated in a desolate 
desert region in the south of the 
country. 

Dating bach to 4,000 B.C., tbe 
rains at Larsa are dominated by 
tbe vast Neo-Babylonian temple 
of Shamash. In 1976 the team 
unearthed a veritable treasure 
trove — a Large jar full of frag- 
ments of precious metals, particu- 
larly silver, which bad been kept 
in small leather and hide bags, 
some of the seals on which date 
toe find back to the Paleo- 
Babyiomau epoch. 

Although none of the actual 
artifacts have come with toe ex- 
hibition, toe jar and many of the 
other spectacular finds from all- 
the various rites are well illus- 
trated making the exhibition 
absorbing to anyone interested in 
archaeology. 

Completing the exhibition is a 
small section devoted to toe 
archaeological work carried out 
by toe French in Jordan. With 
panels taken from the recent 
spectacular - exhibition in Paris 
‘*Le Voie Royale,” this section 
documents the work done in 
Jerash, Khirbet Es Samra, Khir- 
bet Edh Dharih, Tell Abu Hamid 
and Iraq Al Amir. 

Old homes fai Damascus 

“La Maison Damascene” is the 
title of toe second exhibition at 
toe French centre this week. 



V.V.W.W.V.W.W.'. 


Dry Clean 

SUN LAUNDRY 


Sun Laundry 


ONE hour service 


* Dry clean Laundry service for all sorts of 
clothes. Leather & suede 

* Efficient removal for all kinds of stains 

* Curtains, Upholestry & Carpet dry clean 
service at its location. 


the gale of an excavation be carried out hi Ktersatad, in Iraq, in the 
last century. The photog rap h is one at an exhibition being held at the 
French Cdtnral Centre this week. 


Comprising mound 20 black and 


Phfllippe Terrancle, the exhibi- 
tion is a personal view of some of 
doe old bouses of Damascus. 

Catching them in cold, dear, 
winter light, these okl braidings 
and interiors seem particularly 
vulnerable with their sagging tim- 
ber ceilings, chipped plaster 
work, fraying carpets and crumb- 
ling antique furniture. Yet, de- 
spite toe obvious wear and tear, 
these houses have maintained 
their charm, their character, their 


feeling of continuity, aspects 
•which Terrande has caught so 
well. 

Devoid of any human pre- 
sence, tbe photographs convey a 
sense of abandonment, of time 
suspended. Terrancle cleverly 

B ees old with new, the ela- 
y decorated with tbe au- 
stere, outside with inside, tight 
with dark. The end results are 
intriguing compositions, frill of 
fascinating touches that capture 
the very essence of these build- 
ings and the way their inhabitants 
»gpd them. 
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Deeds are Joinder 


LEST any one forget, a is Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin who has approved a controversial and illegal plan to tap 
a major new water supply at a site near the Arab city of 
Bethlehem despite strong opposition from Palestinians in the 
West Bank and a chorus of Arab and non-Arab countries from 
the four corners of the world. One can hardly ignore the fact 
that Rabin is a key member of the Israeli Labour Party which, 
through its present leader Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, has 
been most vociferous in its support for holding an international 
conference on the Arab- Israeli conflict. What then may we 
conclude from these verba: protestations of support for the 
peace process in our region by the Israeli Labour Party when 
viewed and scrutinised against the deeds of the so-called party 
of peace in Israel? Are we not right in reaching the inevitable 
conclusion that the real signals emanating from Israel as a 
whole and from the Labour Party in particular make a 
mockery of their consent to the convening of an international 
peace conference? 

The Israeli decision to pump some 18 million cubic metres of 
water from the occupied Wes! Bank should serve notice to 
Arab policymakers that Israeli deeds speak louder than their 
words and that we should heed the real messages and signals 
coming our way from Israel rather than hear their pious words 
as we chart our course in the quest Tor the resolution of our 
national crises and conflicts with Israel. 

The case in point on what we are say :ng here is the example 
of Egypt, which has strongly protested to the Israelis over their 
new and dangerous scheme in the West Bank. Egypt, we would 
like to think, carries some weight with Israel and their bilateral 
relations could very well serve as a litmus paper with regard to 
what we may expect in terms of Israeli- Arab relations in the 
future should there one day be peace In our region. If Egypt, 
with all its weight and leverage, cannot persuade Israel to 
reverse its decision to make the .Arab inhabitants of the West 
Bank thirsty and their lands dry. then we are forced to 
conclude that pinning hopes or. reaching peace with Israel is 
tantamount to building sand castles. 

Over and above the legal construction of the latest Israeli 
decision as contrary to the 4th Geneva Convention, its real 
ramifications lie in the Fact that It comes or the eve of the 
earnest preparations for holding the proposed international 
conference. In the wake of t:« so many statements made by 
Peres that he and his party are solidly for peace with the Arabs, 
we can only concsud? that Nrse! is not serious about peace and 
its leaders would go to any length to sabotage all peace 
prospects. 

ABA33S 55>3?ig3gQA5S 

Al Ra’i: A lessor, from the past 

AS long as Jerusalem and die re*u of the PJoiinian land .ire under 
Israeli occupation the centenary anniversary or the battle of Hittin 
remains devoid *<f any meaning, ii true ;h.»t the Muslims were able 
to drive out the Cru; aders from ‘.he Arab land SIX' years ago but the 
invaders are now occupy log A no rand and victory still dudes us. 
Hittin battle is full >>f levins and full of meaning and if we want to 
achieve success in our endeavours to liberate our land we ought to 
possess the will and the determination and self confident of our steps 
and our plans. Of course hM-»r. b full of instances in which nations 
blundered and faltered in then efforts m v.vkmc freedom and many 
nations have been and -ntl! .:ry ear -oun Jed s y the enemy and have 
not vet succeeded in unity n: their ranks in the race of challenges and 
threats. The Arab and Mi:.- I’m nati. . lilt the other nations of the 
world, ought to ri'e up end • trucgle for regaining !o»t and usurped 
lands and rights. The Arab and Muslin nations still remember Hittin 
battle son years .if-er it m.*'-- place .:nu they will continue to 
remember the glory, or victory ■•ver the enemy and the liberation of 
occupied land. Fr* m ill's ir.nr. jrs.ir-. we draw hope, and we 
continue the struggle because ihi« land is either curs or the enemy’s; 
and we either come out victorious or perish trying with all our might 
to liberate it from the invader . 

A1 Dustour: Waldheim supports peace drive 

WOUNDING up hisnfiiciai v ms io Jordan President Kun Waldheim 

of Austria expressed his full support tor King Hussein's efforts to 
convene an international Middle East peace conference. This fresh 
support for Jordan gain? added importance, coming from a world 
renounced personality . well experienced in world politics through his 
service as secretary general <>f the United Nations that handled the 
Middle East question for >o many years. The Austrian president has 
been careful tv' refer to the present divisions within the Israeli 
government as being the most -enous element in aborting the 
convening of the proposed conlereticc. The president who expressed 
hope that the conference will be eventually held for the sake of 
achieving a lasting pcaic in our area, has j|s»> voiced his deep 
impression about Jordan and described his visit as positive and 
successful. Dr. Waldheim said he to re leaving the Kingdom that his 
visit and talks with the Jordanian leaders were bound to pave the way 
for more fniilliil cooperation between Jordan and Austria. For 
Jordan, the visjr wa- a chance to express appreciation to the Austrian 
leader for ins country's suppnrt of Arab iim cause. 

Sawt Ai Shuab: Israel steals water 

THE water supply in the occupied W-.->t Bank region of Bethlehem is 
badly needed by (he Arab population for drinking and irrigating their 
crops which are the main source of their sustenance. Therefore. 
Israel's plans for stealing that water means depriving the Arab 
inhabitants of their livelihood and exposing their lands to dry up. 
Destabilising and changing the balance of nature and ruining the 
economy o! the Bank mean:, .m act ot sabotage against peace. 
The plan presenis the worM will; a new Israeli crime being 
perpetrated secret I v against 'lie Arab people of Palestine to force 
them to abandon tneir homeland. Of course the Arabs and some 
other nations of the world ui|] condemn such moves, but the Israelis 
will mrn a deaf ear to any protest as it has been their habit over the 
year.; and whenever cnnn> n.iu- been commit red against the Arabs. 
The Israelis helped by their American friends and through an 
American contracting firm will n»- doubt go ahead with plans ro steal 
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The Siniora tempest rages on 


I WANTED very much to have a little chat with Mr. Hanna Siniora 
during my recent visit to Jerusalem in view of the controversy that 
he had stirred when he announced that he would seek a seat on the 
Jerusalem municipal council. But I was concerned that my visit to 
his office or house would be a subject of multi-colour speculation. 
The passing away of his father during my stay in Jerusalem 
provided the natural occasion to enter his threshold and seek 
clarification and elucidation of his maverick decision. 

I found the man solemn, withdrawn and bewildered by the 
smears that marred his name and intentions. Also he was eager to 
talk as if he was also searching for an opportunity to explain to the 
suspecting world the true dimensions of his astonishing declaration 
to enter the Jerusalem municipal elections. There were very few 
people when I and a close friend from Jerusalem paid Mr. Siniora a 
visit at his home to express our condolences on the sad occasion of 
the passing away of his father. As on most such occasions in the 
Arab World, the mourning was mixed with little and big talks. For 
Mr. Siniora and his guests, his decision which perplexed and 
startled the Arab and non-Arab worlds dominated the discussions. 
Uppermost on my mind as a novice in journalism was to establish 
whether there was any truth to the proposition that Mr. Siniora's 
decision has a conspiratorial character or a premeditated and 
calculated master plan to throw a wrench in the on-going Quests for 
peace in the Middle East. Having been victimised by a multitude of 
conspiracies since the days that they can remember, the Arabs have 
become accustomed to see a conspiracy in most actions whether 
individual or oational and Mr. Siniora's move therefore did not 
escape the tarnish of being a suspect of some sort of conspiracy 
which was drafted and planned by outside “fingers." 

The time allotted to condolence givers in normally short in order 
to make room for the incoming guests who seek seats and time also 
to express their sympathies. So I was rather direct and swift in my 


By Dr. Waieed Sadi 

inquisition and fast on the draw everytime I heard a remark that 
warranted an additional elucidation. 

likewise Mr. Siniora was swift and abrupt in dismissing all 
accusations that an “outside force” was behind his move and that 
be was simply manipulated by others. I had never talked to die man 
before and 1 was struck this time by the calmness of his style of 
conversation and the directness Qf his responses. First, he hastened 
to explain his decision was a spontaneous decision, yet, a calculated 
and deliberate move addressed first and foremost to the Israelis to 
awaken their conscience about the presence of so many Arabs in 
their midst. He painstakingly took tune to confirm that neither the 
Arab nor the international audience was uppermost on his mind. It 
was the Israelis that he was aimin g at and took his long shot at. He 
was dismayed, therefore, to find mat his brethren, the Arabs, were 
the first to take precipitous actions to weaken his resolve and 
neutralise and frustrate his “master plan." Till that point in time I 
was silent, preferring to listen and learn rather than lecture or give 
pious sermons. Some of the audience were poking questions at Mr. 
Siniora which were for the most part irrelevant to the heart of the 
matter. Yet I found myself engraved in the ensuing legal discussion 
on the effect of Mr. Siniora’s decision to seek a seat on the 
Jerusalem municipal council on the Arab Jordanian sovereignty 
over east Jerusalem. As a lawyer by training, I was not swayed by 
the arguments offered mostly by noo-professiona! that Mr. 
Siniora's decision to run for election in Jerusalem has a bearing on 
the sovereignty issue. Sovereignty, 1 explained, is a national act and 
not an individual initiative. Why then, I gasped, all this fire and fury 
over Arab sovereignty in Jerusalem being compromised by Mr. 
Siniora? No one has ever suggested that Mr. Siniora has a mandate 
from his constituency to speak on their behalf or make lasting and 
binding commitments for them. Sovereignty over eastern Jerusalem 
legally and politically still rests with Jordan and nothing can alter 


that legal fact except a new legal framework freeiv negotiated and 
agreed upon betweea the legal prnties to the ^Ihct. that 
juncture m the discussions, Mr. Suuora revealed that te was 
seeking the counsel and advice of the besr international junsts from 
the four corners of the world in order to determine once and foraU 
the legal relevancy of his decision to the sovereignty issue which 

troubled the Arab mind so feverishly. . . 

As usual in all such events, the Israelis were the sole beneficiaries 
of the onslaught on Mr. Siniora and can now sigh with relief that, 
true to form, the Arab mind had accomplished for them what their 
true interests dictate. One Israeli commentator. I was told, was 
concerned that Arab participation m the municipal elections of 
Jerusalem can achieve for the Arabs what their collective armies 
had failed to accomplish. It was conceivable to most Israeh 
observers, that with 70.000 Arab residents m Jerusalem. Arab 
electors can ensure control over the direction of the Israeli Jeruslam 
elections. While listening to these briefings on the effectiveness of 
Arab participations in the elections of Jerusalem, it occurred to me 
to inquire about the percentage of the Arabs in Jerusalem who 
participate in the Jerusalem municipal elections already. Over 10 
per cent of the Arab population, 1 was assured, are voters so 
Jerusalem. Did such participation by so many Arabs in the elections 
ever drew harsh comments which could match the treatment 
accorded to Mr. Siniora? No was the answers of all the listeners to 
the discussion. Then, how can we, 1 quizzed, deem a decision by 
one individual as treasonable yet the voting by some many 
thousands of our brethren in Jerusalem as tolerable? There was 
silence, a deadly silence in the midst of the small audience where all 
these exchanges were made. Yet during that silence I could not help 
but conclude to myself and by myself that only warped minds can 
condone the actions by thousands of the Arab citizens yet condemn 
the tho ugh ts and decisions by one individual no matter where his 
alleged allegiance lies. 


Occupied Arab territories' water supply drying up 

The following article is reprinted 
from the Israeli newspaper. The 
Jerusalem Arc/. 


Jerusalem Post. 

By Elaine Ruth Fletcher 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

JEWISH settlements in the West 
Bank supplied by Mekorot have 
exceeded their water quotas by as 
much as 36 per cent; the Gaza 
Strip's water aquifer is being 
dangerously depleted, and quotas 
there have been exceeded by 
Arab well-owners. 

Meanwhile, approval of de- 
velopment plans for hundreds of 
West Bank Arab cities, towns 
and villages has been delayed for 
years, sparking disarray and irre- 
gularities in development and 
issuing of building permits. 

These are some of the major 
findings in the State Comptrol- 
ler’s report on the activities of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip's civil 
administration. 

The report found that in fiscal 
1985. the Jordan Valley’s Jewish 
settlements overstepped their wa- 
ter quotas by 35.6 per cent, while 
settlements in the Jerusalem re- 
gion overstepped their quotas by 
44.8 per cent. Together, settle- 
ments in the two regions used 
over 36 million cubic" metres of 
water compared with the 26.6 
million cubic-metre allotted to 
them. 

■Hie water company. Mekorot, 
which supplies the water needs of 
the Jewish settlements, exceeded 
its pumping quota in the Jordan 
Valley bv about 20 per cent — 
taking out some 260.000 •'ubic 
metres of water above its annual 


700.U00 limit in 1985-86. 

This occurred despite water au- 
thority recommendations to re- 
duce o>nsumption so as to avert 
the danger of salinating local wa- 
ter supplies. The comptroller 
found that the civil administra-. 
tion did not oversee Mekorot's 
activities sufficiently. 

Over-pumping poses an even 
graver problem to the long-term 
viability of the Gaza Strip's water 
aquifer, which currently supplies 
all of the area's water needs. 

Annual agricultural and re- 
sidential consumption outstrip- 
ped natural replenishment of the 
aquifer by a rate of 50 per cent. 
While water consumption 
amounted to 91 million cubic 
metres in 1985. the Gaza aquifer 
replenishes itself at a rate of only 
60 million cubic metres a year. 

If the excessive pumping con- 
tinues, the repon warns, the en- 
tire Gaza aquifer may be ren- 
dered “useless," and the burden 
of supplying Gaza’s water needs 
will fall on the rest of the country. 

The best long-term solution, 
the comptroller suggests, may be 
the pumping of some water from 
Israel proper to the Gaza Strip, 
along with replacement of leaky 
pipes, new desalination projects 
and stepped-up water conserva- 
tion. 

Quotas on Gaza agricultural 
water consumption are not tightly 
maintained by authorities, the 
comptroller notes. In fiscal 1985, 
the owners of 313 of the Gaza 
Strip’s 2.072 wells exceeded their 
water allocations, by a total of 2.6 
million cubic metres — or 18 per 
cent. They were charged small 
fines for this. 


Other findings on the water 
and sewage issue include: 

— West Bank Arabs pay signi- 
ficantly more for their water than 
do Jewish settlers, whose water 
bills are subsidised by the World 
Zionist Organisation; 

— West Bank drinking water 
was found to be substandard in 10 
per cent of the tests carried out by 
the Ministry of Health in fiscal 
19S5; 

— By April 15, 1986 water 
debts in various West Bank towns 
and settlements amounted to 
$648,780. Most of the debt was 
accrued by Nablus, Hebron. 
Ramallah and Bethlehem. 

— Mekorot seized several 
dunums of land in Nablus region 
in 1986. drilled for water in the 
Jerusalem hills and laid water 
pipes for a Jewish settlement 
without receiving proper approv- 
al or compensating local Arab 
land owners. 

— In most Gaza Strip and West 
Bank towns, sewage is still not 
being processed. The sewage 
problem represents a pollution 
time bomb for wadis and under- 
ground aquifers in the area, the 
comptroller warns. 

“If a solution is not expe- 
dited... the problem will cause 
greater damage, and the financial 
investment required will be much 
greater than it would he today," 
it says in the report. 

Large quantities of raw sewage 
flowed from Jerusalem and Al 
Bireh neighbourhoods to Wadi 
Kelt and sewage from Ramallah 
has over-flowed into a nearby 
array camp, the comptroller 
notes, citing instances of resulting 
pollution. 


A “particularly critical" sew- 
age problem exists in the area 
covering Nablus, Al Bireh, 
Jericho, Bethlehem, Beit Jallah, 
Beit Sahur. Hebron and the re- 
fugee camps. And completion of 
waste disposal systems in the 
large cities of that region will cost 
an estimated $10 million, the 
comptroller says. 

Although in a number of West 
Bank towns, planning for sewage 
systems has begun, they have still 
not been implemented. Imple- 
mentation of these plans for 
Gaza, prepared by the civil admi- 
nistration. is estimated to cost 
$16.3m. 

On the matter of water prices, 
the report notes that Jewish set- 
tlers pay Mekorot only 15-23 
agorot per cubic metre for water, 
the lower rare being for agricultu- 
ral supplies. Arab consumers, 
meanwhile, pay the civil adminis- 
tration a whopping 70 agorot per 
cubic metre for Mekorot-supplied 
water, and do not receive a lower 
rate for agricultural purposes. 
Arab local authorities supplying 
water to consumers charge even 
higher rates — NIS 1-1.60 per 
cubic metre. 

Water loss from old and leaky 
pipes is one of the main factors 
contributing to the $648,000 wa- 
ter debt on the West Bank, the 
comptroller says. But the prob- 
lem of water loss is not restricted 
to Arab towns, noting “inexplic- 
able" water losses of 41 to 44 per 
cent in 1983 and 1984 in two 
Jewish settlements. 

In the Gaza Strip, some local 
authorities lost anywhere be- 
tween 20 to 49 per cent of the 
water supplied to them through 


leaky pipes. 

Building, planning and real 
estate activities also came under 
close scrutiny by the comptroller. 

West Bank village mukhtars 
demanded exorbitant fees — 
sometimes $1,000 or more — for 
permits they issued on behalf of 
the civil administration in real 
estate deals. The comptroller also 
rites irregularities in the adminis- 
tration and financing in the West 
Bank of the “village leagues" set 
up by the civil administration. 

Even more striking, according 
to the comptroller, is the total 
absence of a clear West Bank 
policy governing development 
and building. This has led to 
confusion and delays in the 
approval of up-to-date municipal 
and regional plans. 

The report notes that no plans 
exist for five out of 25 West Bank 
cities sampled. The other 20 
towns and cities have plans from 
the 1950s and 1960s. Hebron's 
dates as far back as 1944. 

Currently, four regional plans. 
183 village plans, and 20 town 
and city plans are either com- 
pleted or are in the process of 
being drawn up. However, their 
approval has been delayed for up 
to four years, and some of the 
plans are already out of date. 

“A clear planning policy does 
not exist in anything concerning 
area plans, the issue of Jewish- 
and Arab-settlement expansion, 
building in villages or agricultural 
areas, population increases, and 
the provision of services," the 
comptroller states. 

The lack of clarity in planning 
policy means that building per- 
mits are issued for widely varying 


reasons of judgment, rather than 
in line with clear standards. 

Building permits in Arab vil- 
lages are often approved on the 
basis of plans that have not yet 
been formally reviewed or 
approved, or on the basis of 
outdated plans from the Mandate 
period. 

In Jewish settlements the situa- 
tion is somewhat better: Wans 
have been approved for some 60 
settlements and those for another 
130 are under formal review. But 
these plans also are marked by an 
absence of “unified guidelines." 
the comptroller finds. 

The comptroller also complains 
about the civil administration's 
insufficient supervision of the 
building permit process in Arab 
villages'" and municipalities. 

Claims to some 70 per cent of 
land in West Bank villages have 
not been formally registered, the 
report notes. At the same time, 
building permits are often issued 
without verifying ownership ti- 
tles. 

The comptroller rites instances 
in which municipal planning 
councils issued building permits 
contrary to the law. 'The civil 
administration, in a response to 
this criticism, says that warnings 
have been issued, adding that in 
one case a mayor was brought to 
court and removed from his 
duties in a town where violations 
occurred. 

The civil administration’s plan- 
ning office also suffers from a 
lack of coordination, according to 
the comptroller. Local engineers 
and surveyors often work illegally 
for private firms, creating a con- 
flict of interest. 
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Candidates, media lurch into post-Hart era 


By Jonathan Wobnan 

1 The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — He said it 
went "beyond the hounds of re- 
sponsible journalism." and 
griped, "we're all running for 
president, not sainthood." But 
when senator Paul Simon re- 
ceived his character question- 
naire he reluctantly agreed to 
terms. 

He agreed to waive his right to 
privacy and allow the New York 
Times to peruse his raw FBI and 
CIA files. 

The Illinois Democrat agreed 
to supply his birth certificates, his 
marriage license and his school 
records. A list of his closest 
friends since high school. A copy 
of his medical records. Anil 
more, much more. 

The Times questionnaire rep- 
resents a brief, tentative step into 
the post-Gary Hart era of politic- 
al integrity — an uncomfortable 
period in which politicians and 
the news media are trying to 
determine what's relevant about 
a presidential candidate's charac- 
ter and private life, how to report 
it an how to make it public. 

Simon wasn't alone in agreeing 
to the Times’ request. Another 
contender for the 1988 Democra- 
tic presidential nomination, for- 
mer Arizona governor Bruce 
Babbitt, concluded, “the public’s 
right to know outweighs a candi- 
date's right to privacy." 

Democratic congressman 
Richard Gephardt of Missouri 
apparently was willing to go 
along. 

Nonetheless, the paper's 
wholesale request brought whis- 


tles of disbelief from several of 
the candidates, and the Tunes 
had second thoughts. On June 19, 
Times editor Max Frankel wrote 
a memo to his staff saying, “in 
this valid pursuit, we have put 
some questions to candidates that 
reach a bit too far." 

The Times is not alone in 
wrestling with the dilemma. 
Media handling of the George 
Bush rumours (called a “tempest 
in a cesspool" by one supporter in 
Iowa) provides another example. 

For a week, political reporters 
were hearing accounts of an 
alleged affair between Bush and a 
woman, not his wife. Depending 
on the source, the details varied. 
It wasn't dear if anything a out 
the rumours would merit a news 
story, even if the gossip was true. 

However, runaway whispering 
eventually prompted the Bush' 
campaign to provide denials, 
published in two new magazines. 
The AP and other news organisa- 
tions then wrote stories quoting 
what George Bush Jr. told News- 
week: “The answer to the ques- 
tion is N.O." 

Is this sort of thing really neces- 
sary? In the wake of the Gary 
Hart-Donna episode, it isn’t dear 
where to draw the line. 

But there’s no turning back the 
dock. In Frankel’s words: 

“In the nuclear age, when we 
entrust our presidents with in- 
stantaneous powers of life and 
death, we think we have a duty to 
report on the essential character 
and history of every’ contender 
for the office. 

“As regards their fitness for the 
office and trustworthiness, they 
have no ‘right’ of privacy. Their 


lives, their personalities, their fi- 
nances, their families, friends and 
values are all fair game for their 
reporting.” 

It was an eloquent statemeut of 
purpose, but how do you get 
there from here? Frankel wasn’t 
defending the Times question- 
naire, be was scaling it back. 

“We will not, in feet, seek raw 
FBI files that indiscriminately re- 
cord malicious and unsubstanti- 
ated gossip, or similar CEA files," 
Frankel said in the memo, know- 
ing full well that many files often 
carry more fiction than fact. Nor. 
Frankel said, will the Times seek 
medical records that "do not bear 
on a person's fitness for the pres- 
idency." 

His memo quelled the cri- 
ticism. 

Patricia O’Brien, a respected 
reporter who recently went to 
work for Michael Dukakis, had 
said the Massachusetts governor 
wouldn’t go along with the Tunes 
request, describing the request 
for access to FBI files as “beyond 
the threshold of professional 
journalism.’’ 

Babbitt, even in acquiescing, 
said: "the question is, if I ostenta- 
tiously sign away my rights and 
say ‘have at it,* what about the 
poor guy who has been a boy 
scout all his life that refuses? 
What kind of inferences are left 
to be drawn? That’s precisely the 
dilemma." 

Simon, speaking to reporters 
several weeks ago in Great Neck, 
New York, said, “I wrote to the 
New York Times and said I was 
complying, but [ think they’re 
going beyond the bounds of what 
is responsible .” 


Denktash learns to read his enemy 


Larry Klinger recently met Rauf Denktash. the Turkish Cypriot 
leader, in northern Nicosia, and describes the feelings of the 
softly-spoken man whose words, nevertheless, have an edge ... 


FOR Mr. Rauf Denktash, foe 
63-year-oJd veteran leader of the 
Turkish Cypriots and long-time 
political duellist with Archbishop 
Makarios, the late Cyprus presi- 
dent. the Turkish mainland 
troops stationed in the north of 
the island since their 1974 inva- 
sion are the real peacekeepers. 

Without them, Mr. Denktash 
and the majority of his 150,000 
compatriots, who elected him 
president of the unilaterally-de- 
clared Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, are convinced 
that they would by now either 
have been killed or forced to 
leave an island nation dominated 
by the Greek mainland. Indeed, 
whatever the cost of die invasion, 
the effective partitioning of the 
island has meant at least that 
inter-communal murder has been 
stopped for the past 13 years. 

I met Mr. Denktash at the 
beautiful former residence of the 
British colonial Nicosia district 
commissioner, which now serves 
as his presidential palace, a far 
cry from the small southwestern 
village of Ktima where he was 
bom. 

He speaks with the precision 
one would expect from his law 
training at Lincoln's Inn, Lon- 
don, mixed with a softness nur- 
tured alongside his longstanding 
image as a man-of-the-people, 
keen gardener, photographer and 
cook. But his words never lack 
the edge which portrays what he 
views as the unrelenting injustice 
handed out to his people over 
past decades by Greek Cypriots 
bent on the island’s full unifica- 
tion as part of the Greek nation. 

Mr. Denktash is criticised, 
even among Turkish-Cypriot 
politicians, for his consistently 
unbending language towards 
leaders on "the other side." Close 
colleagues however, maintain 
that it is unreasonable to think 
that he should temper remarks 
based on years of indignity suf- 


fered at the bands of Greek- 
Cypriot ministers and a life-long 
struggle which has brought him 
close to death on more than one 
occasion. 

True, being a leader in Cyprus 
is not entirely conducive to pro- 
longed relaxation. In addition to 
the more than 25,000 Greek 
mainland troops estimated to be 
in the north, there are about 

2.000 Greek mainland troops 
thought to be in the south, tens of 
thousands of young Turkish and 
Greek Cypriots in local armies, 
supported by reserves which 
could double their strengths within 
24 hours, probably more than 

5.000 troops on Britain’s 
sovereign bases and 2,400 United 
Nations soldiers supposedly 
separating the lot. 

The most contentious of these 
forces are the Turkish mainian- 
ders, who invaded at Mr. De- 
nktash’s request under Turkey’s 
guarantor powers, subsequently 
occupied more than a thira of the 
island to protect about a fifth of 
the population and whose pre- 
sence has since been twice conde- 
mned by the U.N. and may well 
be again if the Greek Cypriots 
press their case in New York later 
this year. As yet, Mr. Denktash’s 
state is recognised only by 
Turkey. 

Many non-Cypriot observers 
believe that the Turkish military 
presence almost guarantees lack 
of agreement to the bizonal fed- 
eration proposed by U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar and accepted in principle by 
Mr. Denktash. The dilemma, 
they believe, is that the north can 
feel secure enough to negotiate 
only while the troops remain and 
the south, still rearing further 
Turkish military ambitions, can 
fed able to negotiate only when 
the troops have gone. 

Mr. Denktash says that he left 
the troops issue to “the judge," 
meaning the secretary-general. 


“The judge said: ‘Isn’t this a j 
thing. As you talk about 
constitution, land and other 
ters, you also talk about a r 
ramme of withdrawal of 
troops, not only Turks 
Greeks ... and you prepa 
timetable. As that momenl 
have a transitional governi 
set up, jointly.’ 

“We said, alright, this is 
The Greek Cypriots said, air 
this is fair, until the mot 
when (the premier of Gre 
Mr. Papandreou said, ‘don’ 
silly, don't sign it.’ So. wh 2 t 
can we do? Can we afford to ; 
the Turkish troops away v 
these people are the govemr 
of Cyprus? Telling us that Cy 
is Greek and they will mal 
Greek? It’s impossible. So v 
they insist that Turkish tn 
must be out first, it is bee 
they don’t want a settlerr 
They prefer the status quo. 

Moreover, he said, internal 
al conditions militated for rf 
tion of the status quo: the 1 
government was hostage t< 
Greek lobby: Britain was hos 
to Greek Cyprus in wan tin 
maintain its bases there; Gr 
had no interest in an agreer 
because lack of one providi 
political weapon in its dis 
with Turkey in the Aegean; 
Soviet Union sought to pro 
the dispute to disrupt the N 
Atlantic Treaty Organisatioi 

I put it to Mr. Denktash 
there are increasingly-vo 
suspicions that he and Tu 
might also prefer the status t 
the consolidation of a non-G, 
state along the Turkish coast 
a new deep-water harbour, a 
military airport and a local 
nomy which is slowly impro\ 

“You must accept that, 
cerely, we want a settlemen 
this problem, and we feel sine 



they are the governmeni 
whole of Cyprus,’ ' 


Financial Times feature. 
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How does the human computer work? — Part 1 
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By Dr. Keran Martin 

T&e miter is ansseaicber at the ' 
UJL Medics] Research Council 
ABzioriricaJ Nenrophmnacology 
Unit* Department of Pba rmam L 
ogy ^Oxford University. The 
secaad pert of this essay appears 
in tomorrow's issue of the Jordan 
Times. 

THE human brain is a trinmph.of 
ipimairirisation, the most remark- 
able computer in the world. Yet 
its serve cells process only 100 or 
so instrocdons per second in con- 
trast to the haif-a-mOHon that a 
microcomputer may handle. This 
makes the speed at which we 
perform very complex operations 
aD die more astonishing. One of 
the most complicated tasks we 
are capable or is visual percep- 
tion, which goes on in the cere- 
bral cortex. Scientists are now 
steadily gaining information ab- 
out bow the cortical “microchip” 
works: Technically formidable 
operations such as injecting a 
recognisable “label” into single 
nerve cells through a glass tube 
early one-half a micrometre in 
diameter are producing detailed 
information that is extremely 
valuable, not only in understand- 
ing our visual process but in 
building the parallel processing 
systems that so-called fifth gen- 
eration computers will use. 

Computers are now part of our 
daily lives. We see them at work 
in shops ax the checkout till, they 
dispense money to us outside 
banks, they produce our utility 
bills and they axe coming to re- 
place typewriters for tasks such as 
writing this article. They tackle 
complex arithmetic with an 
accuracy and speed that no ordin- 
ary human can hope to match. 
The rate at which they have 
proliferated to occupy almost ev- 
ery niche of our existence, in the 
home and workplace, is a tribute 
to their flexibility of operation. 
The silicon “chip” which is the 
basis of modem computers has 


indeed produced a revolution in 
the 30 years of its existence. 

In our admiration for the elec- 
tronic marvel we perhaps forget 
that the most powerful computers 
in the world are not bmlt of 
silicon, but are carbon-based. 
Each of us, in feet, owns one of 
these computers; they come built- 
in at birth and operate unceasing- 
ly, often for well over 70 years. It 
is, of course, die human brain. 

Unlike the silicon chip, our 
brain has evolved over millions of 
years and, because it is always 
with ns, we often- forget how 
powerful it really is. It is only 
recently that attempts to simulate 
human behaviour using compu- 
ters have revealed bow difficult 
many of the tasks are that we 
perform with ease. The speed at 
which we can cany out very 
complex operations is all the 
more astonishing when we con- 
sider that a microcomputer can 
process about half-a-mfllion in- 
structions per second, against 100 
per second or fewer for the aver- 
age nerve cell. 

Processing visual information 

One of the most complex tasks 
we perform is that of visual 
perception, and this has been a 
major area of investigations over 
the last 25 years. We now know 
that the main processing of visual 
information goes on within an 
area of brain called the cerebral 
cortex. In primates, including hu- 
mans, the cerebral cortex is so 
well developed that it covers the 
rest of the brain, and with its 
connections, forms over 80 per 
cent of the brain's volume. 

The cortex consists of a sheet 
of nerve cells 2 mm thick and 
about one-seventh of a square 
metre in area. It forms a great 
deal of the grey matter of the 
brain, and the nerve fibres that 
connect diffrent areas of the brain 
form the white matter. In humans 
die cortical sheet has to be folded 
many times to fit inside the skull; 



afl the other regions apart from portions of the cerebellum and the 
brain stem. Much of the cortex fies buried in deep folds. If a piece of 
cortex is dissected away from the mderlying fibre connections, its 
laminated structure can be dearly .seen. The width of a cohmmolceDs 
with s imitar functional properties varies Cram about 0.05 to 0 .5 mm, 
depe&dmg on the property. 


this produces the very convoluted 
surface of the human brain. 

The design of the brain is a 
tri ump h of miniaturisation; no 
present-day computer even 
approaches the computing power 
contained within its 1.5-Iitre 
volume. 

The primary visual processing 
areas of the cerebral cortex lie at 
tiie back of the brain, but the 
positions of the many other visual 
areas that undoubtedly exist in 
humans have yet to be found. In 
other primates, such as monkeys, 
these other visual areas have 
been mapped and it turns out that 
about 40 to 50 per cent of their 
cerebal cortex carries out visual 
processing. That so much of the 
brain is occupied with visual pro- 
cessing is perhaps not surprising, 
when we consider how much we 


depend oo our eyes for normal 
living. 

The first stage in visual proces- 
sing takes place in the eye, where 
the retinal receptors sample the 
visual world and transmit the 
information to the visual cortex 
via an intermediate structure cal- 
led the thalamus. Each receptor 
in the retina “looks” at a small 
piece of the visual world and 
signals changes in contrast, such 
as the difference between the 
black letters and the white page 
of tins article. In many verte- 
brates, including ourselves, the 
retina contains a mix of recep- 
tors, all of which are selectively 
responsive to light of a different 
wavelength. The information 
they provide is used for the inter- 
pretation of colour. 

While almost any visual stimu- 


lus activates the retinal receptors, 
tiie nerve cells in the cortex are 
much more selective in their re- 
sponses. Intensive study by the 
Nobel-prizewjnning scientists 
Professor David Hubei and Pro- 
fessor Torsten Wiesel of Harvard 
Medical School showed that most 
of the cells are selective for the 
orientation, shape, size and direc- 
tion of movement of the visual 
stimulus. Cells with similar pre- 
ferences are grouped together in 
columns extending through the 
foil thickness of the cortex. Dear- 
ly this sort of functional organisa- 
tion must reflect an underlying 
organisation of the cortical cir- 
cuitry. However, analysis at this 
level is unable to tell us very 
much about how the cortex is put 
together and programmed, any 
more than we can understand a 
computer by exploring its word- 
processing capacities. Neverthe- 
less, in the same way that the 
circuitry and logic of tiie compu- 
ter determines its capabilities, so 
our understanding of how the 
visual cortex performs its tasks 
depends on how much we can 
find out about the contents of the 
cortical “black box.” Several 
groups, including ourselves, have 
now begun long-term program- 
mes of research to find out the 
structural basis of cortical func- 
tion. 

One of the main problems we 
face is the sheer number of com- 
ponents involved. Each square 
millim etre of cortex covers about 
100,000 nerve cells. In primates, 
the primary visual cortex alone 
probably contains about 320 mil- 
lion nerve cells. As if this is not 
enough, there are many different 
types of nerve cells and the cortex 
is further divided into six basic 
layers containing different densi- 
ties of these types. Nevertheless, 
there appears to be one impor- 
tant amplifying principle in the 
design of the cortex: It is a 
modular system. This means that, 
at least at its most basic level. 


particular structural patterns are 
repeated again and again, in 
effect adding together more of 
the same kind of “microchip.” 
From the massive expansion of 
the cerebral hemispheres seen in 
the fossfi record, we surmise that 
the design of the cortical mic- 
rochip was successful, efficient, 
and flexible enough to accommo- 
date the new processing tasks that 
arose during our evolutionary his- 
tory. 

Our task, then, is to discover 
what the structure of the cortical 
microchip is, and how it works. 
The way we do this involves a 
combination of many different 
techniques, all of which press 
against the limits of our present 
expertise. There are two 
strategies that we are using to 
find out how the nerve cells inter- 
connect to form the circuits they 
do. The first is to watch bow they 
form, unit by unit, by studying 
the development of the nerve 
connections during early life. The 
second strategy is to take the 
complete adult circuit, select one 
element, for example a single 
nerve cell, and find out its posi- 
tion in the circuit and what it 
does. 

The experimental work in- 
volved in both these strategies is 
similar. The activity of a single 
nerve cell in the visual cortex of 
an animal is recorded, using a 
glass tube of microscopic dimen- 
sions filled with a salt solution 
containing the enzyme perox- 
idase, which is made from horser- 
adish. After the physiological 
properties of the cell have been 
recorded, the enzyme is injected 
into the cell, which it fills entire- 
ly. The size of the cell body is 
about 20 /im and the diameter of 
the glass tube is about 0.5 fim, so 
the operation of injecting a single 
cell is technically formidable. 
Nevertheless, the effort has pro- 
duced detailed information about 
the connections made by single 
cells, which could not be obtained 
in any other way — Spectrum. 


Honour still eludes ‘world’s worst poet’ fn his home town 


By Marcos Efiaso n 

The Associated Press 

DUNDEE, Scotland — Scotland 
does its poets proud, and no town 
is without its statue to Robert 
Burns, Sir Walter Scott or Robert 
Louis Stevenson. But mention 
the great McGonagaD in his home 
town and reactions range from a 
fond chuckle to pained silence. 

To connoisseurs of ghastly 
verse, William McGonagaD is a 
national treasure, prod aimed by 
die Times of London as “a red 
genius, for he is the only memor- 
able truly bad poet in our lan- 
guage." 

A century after his heyday, 
McGonagall’s tortured rhymes 
and fractured meters have earned 
him a cult following that ranges 
from Boise, Idaho; to Manchuria. 

The British royal family is 
among bis devotees, and in the 
ultimate accolade, the Oxford 
Companion to English literature 
mentions him as “the world's 
worst poet.” 

Dundee, McGonagall’s home 
town on Scotland's east coast, is 
divided between those who want 


to give him the full commemora- 
tive treatment and those who 
fervently wish the muse of poetry 
had gone someplace else to deliv- 
er her most celebrated misfit 
City hall has blocked attempts 
by McGonagall fans to honour 
him with a statue, allowing only 
the modest gesture of a plaque on 
a park bench near the Burns 
'statue. 

Some Dundonians would say 
even that is too much for the man 
who produced this leaden ode to 
an iceberg: 

“And foe stranger in amaze- 
ment stands aghast 
As he beholds the water flow- 
ing off the melted ice 
Adown the mountain sides, 
that he cries out, oh, how nice.” 
Or this galumphing lament at 
foe collapse of Dundee’s Tay 
bridge under a train: 

“Beautiful railway bridge of 
the sflv’ry Tay. 

Alas. I am very sorry to say 
That ninety lives have been taken 
away on foe last Sabbath day of 
1879, 

Which will be remembered for 
a very long time/’ 


Says David Tennant, a Dundee 
municipality spokesman, “there's 
a love-hate relationship between 
McGonagaD and Dundee. I sup- 
pose it’s a case of a poet not being 
recognised on his own native 
heath.” 

Jim MacKie, manager of the 
David Winter publishing house in 
Dundee, which printed McGona- 
gall’s first poems and stfll puts out 
best-selling McGonagall antholo- 
gies, says: “I suppose Dimdo- 
Tiians don’t want to be associated 
with someone who’s famous for 
doing something so badly.” 

Willie Smith, who 1 recently re- 
tired as manager of David Whi- 
ter, insists McGonagaD was a 
genius. 

“Here was a man with just 18 
months of schooling who could 
recite Shakespeare and who 
wrote 576 poems, aD of which are 
published. His anthologies have 
sold half a milli on copies. That’s 
more than Robbie Burns. So who 
judges genius? Who judges Picas- 
so? Who’s to judge McGona- 
gaD?" 

Rare is the poet, however 
great, who never drops the occa- 


sional dunker. But equally rare is 
foe poet of McGonagaD’s stature, 
whose poems, without exception, 
were “of a magical dreadfulness 
that reached foe sublime,” as the 
late Scottish commentator James 
Cameron wrote. 

From McGonagall’s brief auto- 
biography, one learns that he was 
torn in 1825 or 1830, worked as a 
jute weaver and developed a pas- 
sion for Shakespeare. 

Taking to foe stage, his stento- 
rian voice and shoulder-length 
hair quickly singled him out as a 
crowd-drawing eccentric. 

Raying MacBeth, he once got 
so carried away that he refused to 
fall down dead. “Lay doon, 
McGonagaD, lay doon,” hissed 
the hapless MacDuff. 

He could not believe the audi- 
ences came for foe laughs, not the 
drama, and wrote of bis puzzle- 
ment at people who .would 
waylay him outside foe stage door 
and pull his hat over his eyes. 

Only in his 40s did he take op 
poetry, describing in his auto- 
biography how one day, sitting' 
lonely in his room and wishing be 


Desert sands march into the Sahel 


Mark Newham travelled recently through central Africa's Sahel 
region and reports on the area's most pressing problem: creeping 
d&ertiGcation. 


OURSI is not a desert town yet. 
But the tide of sand sweeping 
down from the Sahara threatens 
to engulf this remote northern 
outpost of Burkina Faso unless 
orgeat action is taken. 

Already, vivid ochre-coloured 
dunes have swamped vast areas 
of fertile pasture which, until the 
1960s, supported extensive 
herds and gave the farmers 
of Ours twice as much grain each 
year as the town needed. Oursi 
was once a granary of the Sahel 
— the fragile strip of transition 
between the Sahara and the Afri- 
can savannah — but is now a net 
grain importer. 

To compound the problem, the 
(fames have blocked foe inlets to 
Otari’s lake. All that is now left 
of an 8 km reservoir where a 
; industry once thrived is a 
strip where goats and 
donkeys paw the ground in a 
futile search for the water the 
town once took for granted. This 
is the tragedy erf the creeping 
desertification overtaking, the 
Safedatarafeertunatedatsoine- 
flfcere between 16 km and 40 km 
3 year. 

Oursfs elders blame climatic 
change. Government officials 
tiaak know better. Research 
bs’shown that 'desertffication in 
the Sahel is caused primarily by 
tiur-booming population over- 
“’ r umd ovewailtivamig the 
m leads to soil 
eroshmand, as foe soil is blown 
or washed away, the desert gra- 
doafiy takes hold. 

Reafforestation on a massive 
state is needed, but it is no sample 
£ ast The governments andre- 
taftfa oig aa a a tions involved are 

finwn understanding the na- 
tive and extent of the problem. 
There are no reliable figures on 
ta rate of desertification of the 


Sahel, and no data on how fast 
foe Sahel is losing its natural 
vegetation. 

Even the Permanent Interstate 
Committee on Drought Control 
in foe Sahel, a grouping of the 10 
countries from Cape Verde in the 
west to Chad in foe east — has 
yet to piece the jigsaw together. 
According to Burkina Faso’s 
committee co-ordinator, Mr. 
Andre Roch-Compaore, the 
organisation simply does not have 
foe resources to set up monitor- 
ing stations to track the desert’s 
spread. 

“We have to rely on sporadic 
reports from the affected regions, 
but even these represent only 
part of foe problem, since foe 
process of desertification also 
starts from within the Sahel. It is 
not just the Sahara's fringe ex- 
pansion that we have to take into 
account.” 

The United Nations Food and 
Agricultnre Organisation (FAO) 
has produced some figures on foe 
problem but even these are given 
only guideline status by the 


drought control 
the case of Nij 
Faso, foe FAi 


committee. In 
and Burkina 
estimates that 


each country lost about 60,000 
hectares of natural vegetation a 
year between 1980 and 1985 
while, in 1985, Burkina Faso bad 
22,000 hectares of reafforestation 

JJJSoO hectares. ^ 

In Niger, most of the replant- 
ing is being carried out within 100 
km of Niger’s capital, Niamey, 
but as fuelwood plantations to 
feed Niamey’s insatiable and 
growing demand for firewood 
and not as a green barrier against 
the Sahara’s southward spread. 
Furthermore, foe species being 
planted — largely the fast-grow- 
ing eucalyptus — is widely re- 
garded by forestry experts as 
largely detrimental to foe fragile 
soils of the region. The species 
returns little of the nutrients it 
uses in its growth and after a few 
seasons of harvesting, the soil can 
be left more barren than it was 
before planting. 

In Burkina Faso, the country’s 
environmental advisers have at 
least recognised this problem, 
largely through foe bitter experi- 
ence of a failed 2,000ha eucaly- 
ptus experiment near Oursi. In a 
newly-created reafforestation 
project being funded by the U.N. 
Development Programme and by 
West Germany, 15 areas in three 



of foe country's most threatened 
regions are to be the subjects of 
projects incorporating foe plant- 
ing erf 400ha areas of naturally- 
occurring tree spedes and com- 
prehensive programmes designed 
to demarcate specific areas for 
cropping, grazing and urban de- 
velopment, and make the popula- 
tion aware of the dangers of 
overstepping the supportive capa- 
bilities of foe land. 

The government has also intro- 
duced a state-run wood supply 
agency j in £n effort to outlaw the 
anarchic practices of foe cowboy 
woodcutters. 

But it is not just indiscriminate 
tree-fdtiiig which is worrying au- 
thorities. Fanners are pushing 
further and further towards foe 
extreme limits of the Sahel’s 
potentially fertile land in an effort 
to feed themselves. One orga- 
nisation now experimenting on a 
500ha research farm in Niger 
believes it has the answer to the 
problem. 

The International Crops Re- 
search Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics says lack of soil fertility, 
especially foe lack of phosphate 
in the soil, is a greater problem 
for agriculture in foe Sahel than 
lack of moisture. Even in foe 
driest regions, the crop' yield 
could be doubled or trebled if 
formers added phosphate fertilis- 
ers and forming efficiencies could 
be increased by 75 per cent. 

The research institute was part- 
ly responsible for the green re- 
volution in India but “the Sahel 
should not expect a similar mira- 
cle” says the organisation’s ex- 
ecutive director, Mr. Ron Gib- 
bons. India amply had better 
resources than the Sahel, the 
suggested techniques were ap- 
plied with great rigour and the 
country’s scientific establishment 
west to great lengths to see that 
research data was distributed. 

— Financial Times news feature. 


could afford a vacation, he sud- 
denly imagined be heard a voice 
crying, “write, write.” 

His first ode went on sale at a 
penny a sheet, printed up on 
leaflets free of charge by David 
Whiter. Reviewers reacted to foe 
new bard with polite amusement 
which the humourless McGona- 
gaD mistook for praise, assuming 
foe title of “William McGonagaD, 
poet and tragedian.” 

He sent a selection of his verse 
to Queen Victoria. The palace’s 
formula acknowledgement 
emboldened him to assume foe 
even more impressive title of 
“Wiliam McGonagaD, poet and 
tragedian, by appointment to her 
majesty." He even walked 
through a rainstorm to her Scot- 
tish castle hoping to give a recital, 
bnt was threatened by the 
gatekeeper with arrest. 

Nothing discouraged him. No 
battle, disaster, celebrity death, 
or royal event escaped the McGo- 
nagall treatment. Every town he 
visited inspired an ode. 

His wife and children went 
hungry and faced eviction from 
their cottage while Dundee, a 
hard-drinking, ruffianish sort of 
town, turneffMcGona gall-baiting 
into a sport. 

He was pelted with peas, pies 
and rotten hams, shouted down 
by hecklers, mocked by street 
urchins as “mad McGonagaD,” 
and bounded by magistrates for 
causing the unrutiness. 

A barman, incensed at McGo- 
nagall for having the nerve to 
recite tee to tailing propaganda in 
his pub, stuffed a wet towel in his 


mouth. 

Soon he was refusing to per- 
form unless a clergyman sat .on 
foe stage. 

In 1887, fed up with these 
riotous spectacles, Dundee's 
elders bought McGonagaD a one- 
way ticket to New York. But he 
soon returned, unimpressed ex- 
cept by the skyscrapers: 

“They were foe only thing that 
seemed to arrest my eye 

Because many of them are thir- 
teen stories high.” 

Failing health, poverty, and 
ridicule eventually overcame 
him, and in 1894 he moved to 
Perth, where he died in 1902 and 
was buried in an unmarked paup- 
er’s grave. 

But his fame began to spread. 
The actor Alec Guinness showed 
interest in bis Shakespearean 
roles. Playwright Noel Coward 
adapted a McGonagaD poem to 
song. Actor Peter SeUeis popula- 
rised him on radio. 

Smith, at 71 a tireless promoter 
of the great McGonagaD, says 
McGonagall societies exist in Los 
Angeles, New York, Chicago, 
Seattle, Sacramento, San Francis- 
co, and Boise, Idaho, as well as 
Toronto, Halifax and Vancouver 
in Canada. 

“Yet here in Dundee,” he says, 
"they won’t put up a statue to 
him. It’s a great shame.” 

Smith has visited Japan at foe 
invitation of the local McGona- 
: Society, and in Manchuria he 
McGonagaD poems 
translated into Chinese. 

“The students told me he trans- 
lates very well.” 


Randa Habibs 

= Comer 

Going in circles 

SUMMER is here, the schools are dosed, so where do our children 

Sadly, to foe streets. 

Wherever you go, especially in the afternoon, yon find children 
playing football, racket tennis, or hide and seek in the streets. 
Driving through those streets often means disturbing their games 
and somehow one feds ashamed to do so. Ibe fad is they often have 
nowhere else to play and nothing else to do. 

Our parks are limited, and often situated at foe wrung places: 
The edge of a hill or very dose to highways. People, especially 
children, need open air grounds, bnt unfortunately despite all oar 
ambitious projects no proper park has yet been buOL Sometimes I 
think that we behave like the Romans. Remember bow they used 
to eat and eat and then force themselves to vomit in order to be able 
to eat again. Or how they used to destroy things just for foe 
pleasure of rebuilding them again. We did a bit of foe same by 
spending so much money on rirdes that we are now chopping down 
while at the same time budding others. 

Instead of using the huge amount of money that was spent on the 
Second Circle to establish a proper park — with waterfalls, as 
waterfalls seem so popular — we spent it on a circle foal on turn 
w!0 eventnaOy disappear. The result is that our children are either 
in the streets or playing in the middle of the Second Circle, in both 
cases with the risk of getting hit by a speeding car that in turn is 
being used as a play toy by our older children, who also have no 
place to go for leisure or play. 


Hollywood cuts lovemaking 
in response to AIDS 


By Ronald Clarke 

Reuier 

LOS ANGELES — Actor Tom 
Hanks reaches for a box of con- 
doms as he is about to take a lady 
to bed in foe forthcoming film 
“Dragnet.” 

He discovers foe box is empty 
— and promptly calls off foe 
lovemaking. 

AIDS, or Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome, has started 
changing Hollywood scripts as 
well as Hollywood lives. 

The scene involving Hanks, 
part of a comedy film version of 
the old “Dragnet” television de- 
tective series, is part of HoUy- 
wood’s move to preach to film 
audiences that sex with numerous 
partners, particularly without 
taking precautions, can be lethal 
in the AIDS age. 

In the latest James Bond film, 
“The Living Daylights” Welsh 
actor Timothy Dalton, making 
his debut as agent 007, confines 
himself to just one girlfriend, 
actress Maryam D'Abo. 

Bond used to share his talents 
with at least three women in a 
film. 

“Indiscriminate sex is out,” 
Bond scriptwriter Richard 
Maibaum said. “It is just the 
sensible and responsible thing to 
do in reflecting the world round 
ns.” 

AIDS has hit hard in HoDy- 
wood where there are few actors 
who do not know of people who 
have died of the disease. Stars, 
led by Elizabeth Taylor, have 
taken part in numerous drives to 
raise millions of dollars for 
medical research into AIDS. 

The death of Rock Hudson 
from AIDS in October, 1985, 
brought home the impact of foe 
disease to Hollywood. The in- 
creasing number of obituaries of 
young actors and studio officials 
being published in one of foe 
industry newspapers, Variety, 
have deepened foe sense of 
tragedy. 

“We are losing not only 
friends, but also some of the great 
creative minds and some of foe 
coming creative minds,” actress 
Colleen Dewhnrst said. 

“Hudson’s revelation that he 
had AIDS brought home foe per-, 
sonal threat to everyone,” said 
Una Sinatra, daughter of Frank 
Sinatra and an organiser of a 
group called the entertainment 
industry support committee for 


AIDS project Los Angeles. 

“Now you have a group of 
some of the most accepted people 
in foe world reaching out to some 
of the most unaccepted people in 
the world,” she said. 

Burt Reynolds, who once felt 
impeDed to go on a television 
show to bitterly deny he had 
AIDS, Sammy Davis Jr., Shirley 
MacLaine and Burt Lancaster 
have played leading roles in mak- 
ing foe public aware of foe dan- 
gers. 

The chief story editor of a 
major studio said he believed 
more and more films during the 
coming months would concen- 
trate on single relationships. 

“Instead of having affairs and 
getting back together afterward, 
a couple in a film will work out its 
problems without at least one ol 
the partners jumping into bed 
with someone else,” he said. 

The screen actors gdid 
said its 58,000 members must be 
given the right to reftise to take 
part in open-mouth kissing scenes 
if they fear this could give them 
AIDS. 

But MacLaine, despite her 
fund-raising activities for AIDS 
research, believes screen kissing 
is safe. 

“Actors know how to act love 
scenes," she said. “We don’t do 
deep kissing in live scenes. If any 
actor did that to me — I'd slap 
him.” 

The safe sex campaign has 
reached even the pornographic 
film industry. A major distributor 
of pornographic films includes 
with each of its videocassettes a 
reminder that the film is intended 
to be a sexual fantasy and that 
viewers should consult their doc- 
tors before engaging in such sex. 

Other pornographic films have 
shown the use of condoms in 
scenes. But some pornographic 
film producers believe nothing 
ruins an orgy scene more com- 
pletely than someone passing out 
condoms. 

“It's not what America wants 
to see,” a producer said. “Por- 
nographic Mm audiences want to 
see foe actors taking chances.” 

The one-billion-clollar-a-year 
pornographic film industry could 
benefit from foe AIDS scare. 
Some film renters are staying 
home watching pornographic 
videocassettes rather than having 
sex with strangers, the producer 
said. 



BEBssna ^ 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


t 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant ' 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away mibMe 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 15-30 
18:00 -23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 



' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

w 6:30 - Midnight j 


NEW SERVICE FOR 
EXPATRIATES 


We are able to advise and 
follow up on all your 
governmental 
procedures. 

A Work Permits. 

41 Residence Permits. 

* Renewal of all licences. 

* Visas for visitors. 

Let your headache becoqej 
tnfcie. 

Tel: 6040B8 
Ali Rawashdeh. 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight. 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


A A 

CORFU 

Ofcll K TAVS.WJ* 

T[ie First and Only Greek^ 
_ Restaurant In Jordan 
TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 


# liva 


AM* sic 


* 


ZOKBA THE GREEK. 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 

OPP FRENCH L OOF 

TEL 6A1585 ^ COtrH CM . HU 


* 
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Cash foils Lendl’s claim 


for Wimbledon title 


WIMBLEDON, England (Agencies) — Pat Cash's 
rocket serves and rifled volleys shot down Ivan 
Lendl’s dream of a Wimbledon championship Sun- 
day, with the brash Australian beating the world’s 
top-ranked player 7-6, 6-2, 7-5. 


Cash's victory, a triumph for 
the traditional grass court virtues 
of solid serving, superb volleying 
and quicksilver footwork, made 
him the first Australian since 
John Newcombe in 1971 to win 
tennis’s oldest and most treasured 
prize, worth on this occasion 
£155.000 ($220,000). 

In his moment of glory, the 
22 -year-old Australian disre- 
garded protocol and clambered 
through the crowd to embrace his 
family and friends before return- 
ing to the court for the presenta- 


tion of the trophy. 

That win by Newcombe had 
marked the l3th time in 16 
Wimbledons that Australia had 
provided the men’s champion 
here. In the intervening years the 
nearest an Australian came to 
winning was in the 1974 final 
when Ken Rosewall suffered a 
terrible drubbing at the hands of 
Jimmy Connors. 

Sunday was a green-and-gold 
Australian day in every sense. 
Wimbledon's famous grass court 
was bathed in brilliant sunshine 


and the darting Cash tore Lendl 
apart with a thrilling all-court 
performance. 

It was impossible not to feel a 
pang of disappointment for the. 
second-seeded Czechoslovak, so 
desperately wanting to add 
Wimbledon ro his French and 
U.S. Open titles, bot there was 
□o doubting the validity of Cash’s 
triumph. 

Carried forward by the 
momentum of his first-set suc- 
cess, Cash swept through the 
second set 6-2 in just 38 minutes. 



Cash... Cashes in on Wimbledon Lendl... cat to size 


While Lendl missed time and 
again with his first serve. Cash 
kept up his magnificent form, 
varying his pace and swinging the 
ball wide to deny the second seed 
a solid base from which to strike 
his damaging groundstrokes. 


Not once in four Cash service 
games in the set did Lendl man- 
age to win a point while the 
Australian achieved breaks in the 
third and fifth games. 


Two beautifully disguised lobs 
by Cash and a loose volley by 
Lendl, whose play in the fore- 


court was erratic to say the least, 
helped the Australian claim the 
first of these breaks and two 
magnificent backhand passes 
brought the second. 

By now it had become almost a 
formality for Cash to hold his 
serve and be went two sets up 
with another love game. 


Aouita, Cram look set to 
smash world records 


OSLO (R) — Middle-distance 
rivals Said Aouita and Steve 
Cram confirmed they are poised 
to smash more world records with 
sizzling performances in the 
men's 1,500 metres and mile re- 
spectively at Saturday night's Bis- 
lett Games Grand Prix athletics 


meeting. 

Aouita, the world record hol- 
der, 'ran the fastest rime of the 
year when he clocked three mi- 
nutes 30.69 seconds after running 
the last lap on his own. 

The time was more than a 
second outside his world mark 
but last evening's run. which 
came just two days after he ran 
the second fastest mile ever, 
underlined the slight Moroccan is 
fast approaching his peak form. 

“I really tried to beat my own 
world record but conditions were 
not perfect." Aouita said. "I 
think it was too windy and cold.” 

Aouita, who is also the Olym- 
pic champion and world record 


holder over 5.000 metres, still will 
not commit himself on what dis- 
tance he will run at the world 
championships starting in Rome 
next month. 

But there remains a good 
chance that he will opt for the 

5,000 metres and deny track fans 
the excitement of a clash with 
Cram, Britain’s world 1,500 
metres champion and mile record 
holder. 

Whatever distance he runs in 
Rome. Aouita is confident of 
victory. "I won’t lose in Rome, 
absolutely not,” be told reporters 
in Helsinki last week. “I know I 
have to lose sometime, it would 
be a good thing for me mentally 
to lose a race, but it won’t be in 
Rome.” 

Cram, who won the dream mile 
in 3:50.08. second fastest time 
this year after Aouita's 3:46.76 in 
Helsinki last Thursday, also 
showed he is timing his prepara- 
tion for Rome to perfection* 
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ANYBODY WATCHING?: A! Nasar played on Sunday within the pbyoffs of the Jordan 

striker Bassam Murad receives the bsH and Cup Tournament. A1 Jfil won the match 2-1 (photo 

develops a winner a gainst AS J3 team ha a match by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


W. German 


newspapers 
praise Graf 


BONN (R) — West German 
newspapers Sunday heaped 
praise on 18-year-old Steffi Graf 
despite her straight-sets defeat by 
Martina Navratilova in Satur- 
day’s Wimbledon tennis singles 
final. 

“Hold your head up high, Stef- 
fi,” "don’t be said, Steffi, we're 
all proud of you." were typical 
headlines. 

Graf succumbed to the world 
number one 7-5, 6-3 in what was 
her first defeat and Navratilova's 
first championship of the season. 

The mass-circulation newspap- 
er Bild Am Sonntag blamed lady 
luck. "Three times she was on the 
verge of breaking her opponent's 
serve. But then came the net 
cords for Navratilova — and Stef- 
fi was powerless against that,” it 
said. 

There was some consolation 
for West German tennis fans, 
though, with Claudia Kohde- 
Kilsch’s win in the women's dou- 
bles final, partnering Czechoslo- 
vakia’s Helena Sukova. 


Branson: Balloon might have hit a snag in abortive touchdown 


LONDON (AP) — Richard 
Branson, safely home from his 
trans-Atlantic hot-air balloon 
voyage, has spoken of the last, 
frightening miles of flight he 
made with his colleague Per Lind- 
strand. 

Both men plunged into the sea 
off the coast of Scotland on Fri- 
day after they lost control of the 
huge craft following an abortive 
touchdown in Northern Ireland. 

Branson and Lindstrand will go 
into the Guinness Book of Re- 
cords as the first hot-air balloon- 
ists to cross the Atlantic, but their 
crash landing at sea may not meet 
the more exacting standards of 
the Paris-based International 
Aeronautics Federation (IAF), 
officials said. 

Nigel Tasker, secretary of the 
lAFs International Ballooning 
Committee, said the world dis- 
tance record has two specific 
rules: No one may leave the craft 
until final landing and the balloon 
must remain under control until 
final landing. 

Before heading to his country 
home in Oxfordshire. Branson. 
36, told a reporter that when they 
considered the Irish landing, he 
and Lindstrand saw a lot of 
houses and did not want to para- 


chute out and abandon the craft 
over an inhabited area. 

"We had a good trajectory for 
landing on the beach bnt as we 
came in, we realised our speeds 
were greater than we thought,” 
he said. . . . 

Once out at sea again, they 
tried to fire the expioave bolts' to 
free the capsule from the balloon, 
but failed, Branson said. 

“We were moving across the 
water at perhaps 320 kilometres 
an hour. That was what it felt 
like. Per compared the capsule to 
one of the fastest boats in the 
world. 

“We were worried because we 
had been told there was a danger 
that the capsule would become a 
submarine and we would be 
drowned inside it or pushed on to 
rocks at a tremendous speed,” 
Branson said. 

The millionaire businessman 
said they knew the separation 
would be dangerous and bad 
done three test-firings of the ex- 
plosive bolts in the United States 
before their takeoff from Maine 


early Thursday. 

“It was probably our touch- 
down in Ireland which damaged 
something,” he said. 

Still trembling as he remem- 
bered the last moments of the 
flight, Branson went on: “Per 
said, ‘jump,’ but the balloon had 
staxted rising. We could not get 
out of the front door so we both 
went up on to the top of the 
capsule as we were hurtling 
along. 

“Per said, ‘for god’s sake go. 
He threw himself over but I 
wasn't sure he would survive. 
Two seconds later, we were up at 
40 metres and I definitely would 
not have survived if I had gone 
then.’ " 

Branson said he climbed back 
into the capsule. 

“I suspect we were up to 3,000- 

4.000 metres by then as I was 
having difficulty in breathing. So 
! put the oxygen mask on." 

He said the balloon finally pop- 
ped down through the clouds at 

1.000 metres. “I wondered again 
whether to throw myself out but 


derided against it.” 

Branson went back into the 
capsule and wrote a couple of 
words to his family. "I just scrib- 
bled two, words, ‘love you’ and 
left it there in the capsule pre- 
suming it would be found.” , 
"My breathing got slightly 
-easier so I knew I would not have 
to parachute quite so far. I did 
not know from how high up I was 
jumping and it was also into 
cloud. I wondered if the para- 
chute would open. 

“As I came down I had a 
magnificent view of the ship and 
two helicopters. .. I brought her 
down as slowly as I could but she 
was coming down fairly bard in 
the end. 


“About two seconds before the 
capsule hit the water I fell over 
the back of the roof. It was a 
wonderful feeling to be in the 
water, even thou&i it was a rough 
sea. It was fabulous.” 


FURNISHED APARTMENT (R©OF) 
FOR RENT 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI AREA 


3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, all 
appliances available, carpeted, separate heating system and 
telephone. 


During working hours call 624719. After 7:30 p.m. call 
821334. 


Two bedrooms with utilities, spacious terrace, and tele- 
phone. 

Location: Abdoun/Jabal Amman. 


Call: 814975 or 729890 


- He was then pulled from the 
water by belicopter, a speedboat 
was sent to find Lmdstrand, and 
the two men were taken to safety. 

Responding to suggestions that 
he should pay for the rescue of 
the Virgin Atlantic Flyer balloon 
and its crew, Branson replied: “I 
have decided to put 25,000 
pounds ($40,000) towards the 
building of a new lifeboat. 


“I owe a tremendous debt of 
gratitude to the people in the 
helicopters and to the medical 
people on the ship who kept me 
going and lent me clothes. 


Mansell wins 
French 
Grand Prix 


L£ CASTELLET, France 
(Agencies) — Britain's Nigel 
Mansell did his homework during 
the practice sessions that allowed 
him to repeat as the winner of the 
French Grand Prix champion 
Sunday. 

Mansell knew his car well 
enough to be able to hold off his 
hard-charging Williams-Honda 
teammate, Brazilian Nelson Pi- 
quet, by 7.711 seconds. Mansell's 
total time was 1 hour, 37 minutes, 
an average speed of 188.560 
kmph. 

France's Alain Prost again was 
frustrated in an attempt to gain 
bis record 28th Formula One 
Grand Prix victory, coming in 
third, more than 55 seconds be- 
hind Mansell. 


Mansell gained his second 
Grand Prix victory of the season 
and ninth of his career after 
running in race conditions after 
setting a practice lap record in 
qualifying on Friday. 

Mansell's final time was a new 
record on the new circuit. He 
won last year in 1:37:19.272. The 
course was shortened last year. 
He averaged 188.560 kmph. 


Piquet fell behind Mansell and 
Prost after pitting the second time 
but rapidly moved back into 
second place. In the 68th lap he 
bad the fastest time for one cir- 
cuit during the race, 1:09.548, 
breaking a 1:09.993 mark set dur- 
ing last year’s race by Mansell. 
Mansell bad set a practice mark 
with a 1:06.454 lap Friday. 

Piquet was in contention until 
the 64th lap when he was trailing 
by 985 seconds. Then he took a 
chance to get new tires. However 
he stalled the engine and he was 
out in 15.91 seconds after taking 
30th* lap. 


Egypt has 


modest 


hopes 


in Universiad 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is sending 
only three teams to the World 
Student Games (Universiad) 
opening in .Zagreb Sunday, and 
they have modest hopes of win- 
’ning. '' 

The country's 37 players, 
accompanied by 13 officials, will 
compete in volleyball, basketball 
and fencing, team supervisor 
Hassan Hamdi told Reuters. 

A total of 6,600 athletes from 
118 nations will take part in the 
games, which end on July 21. 

Hamdi. chairman of the Egyp- 
tian Volleyball Federation (EVF) 
said other sports federations 
made excuses for not fielding 
teams and the three squads taking 
part were not expected to return 
victorious. 

“We are going because we 
must be represented,” be said. 

Cairo's AI-Ahram Newspaper 
quoted the basketball team’s 
coach, Mahmoud Amer, as 
saying he took no responsibility 
for tus side's performance at the 
games. 

He said the team was not ready 
because the players did not have 
enough training due to exams and 
conflicting schedules with Egypt’s 
national team, for which some 
also play. 

“I know there is no other coach 
to travel with them,” he said. 
“Otherwise I would have given 
up at once.” 


AVIS A LA COMMUNAUTE 
FRANCAISE 


L'Ambassade de France a le plaisir de faire savoir a la 
Communaute francaise qu'a ('occasion de (a Fete 
Nationale une reception sera organisee dans les jardins 
de la Residence de I'Ambassadeur de France le 14 Juillet 
de 18 H 30 a 20 H 30. 


Les invitations seront disponibles au Consulal a partir du 6 
Juillet, entre 9 H 00 et 12 H00. Elies seront exigees a 
I'entree. 


FOR RENT 

A super deluxe apartment (a whole floor of a villa), located in the 
highest area in Shmeisani on the back side of Marriott Hotel. 
Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, three vast salons, and three, 
verandas with separate central heating and a separate entrance* 
with an intercom. A small roof of one bedroom, a kitchen, and a 
bathroom is also for the renter to use. 


For further Information, please phone: 662474 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS FOR 
RENT 

Single floor, with 2 bedrooms and accessories, with 
separate central heating and telephone.. Located upon a 
hill near the university. 


Please call Mr. Kabour on: 663719 - office hours, 
and 671860 at home. 


FOR RENT 

A luxuriously furnished 3 bedroom apt. with American fur- 
nishings and decor. 2 bathrooms. 2 balconies and spacious 
kitchen. Complete household appliances inc.; washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, colour T.V., V.C.R.. telephone, central healing and 
wall-to-wall shag carpeting. Furnished 3 bedroom flat (ground 
level) also available. 


Enquiries: 662337 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


2-bedroom furnished apt. in the 7th Circle area for rent 
because of going abroad, suitable for small family or 
singles. 


Call 816770 after 3 p.m. 


Peru ties with Ecuador, Argentina 
gains semis, Chile trounces Brazil 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Peru and Ecuador fought 
to a 1-1 tie Saturday in Americas 
Cup action as 1986 World Cup 
soccer champion Argentina 
gained a semifinal berth in the 

South American tournament. 


Argentina will now face de- 
fending Americas Cup champion 
Uruguay, which had a bye until 
the semi-finals, on July 9 in this 
capital city. 

Chile upset favoured Brazil 4-0 
on Friday ni ghr in Cordoba to 
pass to the final four and was 
expected to face the winner of 
Sunday’s match between Para- 
guay and Colombia. 

Ecuadoran midfielder Hamil- 


ton Cuvi opened the scoring 27 
minures into the match Sunday at 
river plate stadium, but Peru 
came back to knot the score at 
the 42 -minute mark when Euge- 
nio la Rosa netted a shot. 

Peru came into the match 
needing to win by three goals to 
pass to the semi-finals, but was 
unable to buck a stronger-than- 
expected Ecuador defence. 

Instead. Argentina, which had 
tied Peru 1-1 in the opening of 
Group A action last week and 
beaten Ecuador 3-0, passed to the 
final four by points over Peru. 

The Id-nation South American 
Soccer Championship concludes 
with the finals July 12 in Buenos 
Aires. 





Avalanche kills climber 


INNSBRUCK. Austria (AP) — A rare summer avalanche buried 
two West Germans touring the Alps near Innsbruck Saturday, 
killing one of them, police said. More snow than usual remains in 
high Alpine regions after an unusually harsh winter and a long 
cool spring. Police said the snow' slide surprised the duo at an 
altitude of 3,200 metres, while on tour in the Oetztal Alps. They 
identified the dead man as Klaus Hase. of Munich, and said bis 
companion, Heinrich Steinhofer, of Kreuth-Weissbach, was 
hospitalised with unspecified serious injuries. In Aosta, Italy a 
landslide rolled over a group of Spanish climbers on Monte Rosa 
in Italy’s Western Alps Saturday, killing one and injuring two, the 
Ansa News Agency reported. The injured climbers were flown by 
a Swiss helicopter to a hospital in Zermatt, on the Swiss side of 
the mountain, the agency said. The Ansa account said the three 
were climbing at the 3,Stib-metre level when the slide struck. The 
man was apparently killed by a boulder, while the other two 
escaped with light injuries and rushed off for help. 


S. Korean boxer defends flyweight title 


SEOUL (R) — Choi Jum-Hwan of South Korea retained his 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) junior flyweight title when 
he stopped Japanese Toshihiko Matsuda in the fourth round of a 
scheduled 15-round bout Sunday night. 


Seabrook retains bantamweight title 


CALAIS, France (R) — Kevin Seabrook of the U.S. retained his 
title of IBF bantamweight world cbampion on Saturday when the 
judges declared the match no-contest after France’s Thierry Jacob 
retired injured at the end of the ninth round. 


Milne joins Turkey’s Besiktas 


ISTANBUL (R) — Gordon Milne, the former Coventry and 
Leicester manager, has agreed to take over leading Turkish First 
Division side Besiktas of Istanbul, a dub spokesman said. He told 
Reuters that the former Liverpool and England player would start 
work at his new club on Monday when the team begins training 
for the league season opening next month. The Besiktas offidal 
gave no details of the deal with Milne, whose arrival injrtanbnl 
Friday followed the collapse earlier this week of talks with 
England coach Don Howe. 


Belgian wins Tour de France 4th stage 


PFORZHEIM, West Germany (R) — Herman Frison of Belgium 
won the fourth stage of the Tour de France Sunday over 65 
kilometres from Stuttgart to Pforzheim. Switzerland’s Erich 
Maechler kept the overall lead. 


Coggi knocks out Oliva, takes WBA title 


RIBERA, Sicily (AP) — Juan Martin Coggi of Argentina won the 
Worm Boxing Association (WBA) junior welterweight title by 
knocking out champion Patriao Oliva of Italy in the third round 
of their fight Saturday night. The 25-year-old Argentine south- 
paw u«d powerful, lashing shots to down Oliva. It was Oliva's 
first defeat m 49 professional fights. “I am the champion, I am the 

S^Thouldere 8 ^ StiOUted “ membere of his party carried him on 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeisani, Wael Tamimi Building. 


Ground floor Consisting of three bedrooms, one glassed 
phone* 9arden ' wrth central heating and tele- 

Must be seen 
Call Tel: 663416 


MAID NEEDED 

European family urgently requires live-in maid. 

Phone 601512 


Furnished App. For Rent 


2 bedrooms, salon and dining hail, separate centre! 
nesting. 

.Located at Shmeisani, behind Barq Supermarket 


Please call tel: 664973 or 
tel: 777563 / Amman 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


PcrfotitVUltts .VJU ftlW.RJII, in-.Xl 



^Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155* 


ALIENS 




knaatn VIS.h Vl.h-VI. Ill V* 


Cinema Tel: 6221981 

RAGHADAN 



J V Pfcrt 














* 
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Weekly Financial Report 


By Fonad Batsbon 


•AMMAN -VLast week the 
...US. dollar moved higher hut 
I* was trading within a very , thin 
range because of theuncertani- 
• ty about the dollar direction 
apdthe undear decisions taken 
in the Venice summit by. the 
j;4eadeTS of the . nine economic 
countries. 

-. The dollar traded between 
jEL342.-0.346 fils on the JoTda- 
. flian. dinar. .Local banks and 
.^nancial companies werj 
covering their short dollar posi- 
tions because they feared that 
.{he dollar win move higher this 
wedc. Charts still indicate that 
the dollar could move a little bit* 
lover this week but within a 
very narrow trading range. The 
expected trading range for this 

I; jieefc could be 03384.345 fils. 

The pound sterling traded 
lower against the dollar because 
of die dollar's strength. The 
pound traded between 0355- 
0361 fils. 

- .The D.M. and the S.F. also 
traded lower because of the 
higher dollar. The D.M. traded 
between 0.1825-0.1845 fils, the 
Swiss franc traded between 


0.2185-0.2225 fils and the Au- 
strian shilling between- 0.241- 
0.245 fils. 

The Lebanese lira moved to a 
historic record low against the 
dollar because of the bad poli- 
tical situation in Lebanon. It 
traded between 420-410 L.L./' 
JD. The Syrian lira traded be- 
tween 100-95 S.L./JD. 

The Iraqi dinar traded’ be- 
tween 0350-260. fils, the Egyp- 
tian pound between 0.160-01170 
fils mid the Kuwaiti dinar be- 
tween 1.200-1.210 on the JD. 

Metals traded lower because 
of the dollar's strength.. Gold 
fed to a low of $442 an ounce 
from a high of $451 an ounce 
and silver from $730 to $7.20 
an ounce. 

Charts still indicate that the 
metals wilJ move higher within 
the next three trading weeks. 

Gold prices in Amman based 
upon the daily bulletin pre- 
sented by the Jordan Jewellery 
Store are as follows. 

Gold 21 carats per gramme JD 
4.1504.100 

Gold 18 carats per gramme JD 
5.0004.500 


Yugoslavia reschedules debt 

BELGRADE (R) — Western banks have agreed to let Yugoslavia 
delay until September $245 million of debt payments due this 
month, the official Tanjug news agency said. 

National Bank Governor Dusan Vlatkovic agreed the delay with 
Mr. Fulvio Dobrich, a representative of Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust Bank in New York, the chief coordinator for 600 commercial 
banks which Yugoslavia owes money; it added. 



LDREN (June 22- to JuL 21) Be more J ; [ 
pi Brinmg with" 'friends 1 ' 

'iifjpn Marr vnn have. ■ ■■■* ■ *J"" : 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JULY 6. 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES; Be alert for answers to 
plaguing questions — they may be right under your 
nose. Be sore you're prompt in arriving for appointments 
or you could Mow a deal. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be consdentous in keep- 
ing your promises. You will be vary umvincmg tonight, 
but don't by to force any issues. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An official can be quite 
helpful to you today. Avoid having any business discus- 
sions in the afternoon and evening. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Attempt to discover 
what has been bothering a fellow employee. Malm it an 
early evening and plan for tomorrow; 
ii^MOON -CHILD! 

'■ cooperative" m 

Smooth out creative idaaa you have. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) That home situation will re- 
quire plenty of tbcmght if it is to be resolved. Entertain- 
ing could help your career tonight. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) If explanations toothers 
are in order, make them immediately. Tonight is good 
for relaxing at home and enjoying the kin. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) You can get great addee 
from an expert on finding a better system far handling 
your assets if you start early. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Personal happin ess is 
of paramount importance to yoa right now, so work 
toward gaining it as soon as possible. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Think more 
about controlling your own future and stop talking 
about what could be. Be careful dressing. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) If you stay around 
those with inquisitive minds today, you could learn a 
good many things of great importance. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Consider what your 
valued friends expect of you and deliver on it. Bo more 
kind and more thoughtful at home. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be consdentous and ac- 
curate in completing some fareway matters. Study a 
plan before going ahead with it. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have very definite opinions, but should be taught to 
listen to what others have to say. It is imperative that 
this child be kept prejudice-free, or the chance for suc- 
cess will escape. Your progeny will have the capacity 
to develop quite well intellectually. 
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-THE Daily Crossword », 


Rogar Coburn 


ACROSS 
Tt EM no food 
S H*lp*r afabr. 

9 Aston hot spot 
13 Lawful 
13 Malted watch 
artist 

tt that 

•ods 

.17.“. Is nothing 
Bks — " 

19 Styptic 
IS Actress 
Patricia 
.SB CMogortes 
-22 Maintain 
' tempo 

4-24 Singer Homs 
l a Rare 
rtMtegnu 
1 » Some 

ft Originate 
ft Ri penin g 
l e ctor s 

ft II Me mm 
ft Telescope pet! 
ft Fatigued 

<8 BW of 
41 Ticket 
43 Eetety 

43 Starlet 

44 Cap 
ft Trite 

Tooth .tteesy . 
40 Relating to the 
— - (teem 
Si Vault se cu rit y 
3S Manor = 

Tft Wtgtals wBtoff 
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3T967Tdtum MeSa Services. Inc. 

MtesmteMnos Yesterday's Puzzle Solved; 


ft Duck. 

« Furnished 
tt Fabricator 
ftPucka 
ft Vortn 
ft Eject 
ft Anglo- Sax on 
„ laborer 

:■ vOOWN - 
■1 En s i gn . 
2 A^otatri - 
-taort^r • 

4 Endu ring 
: s iftbofov - 


8 Potto doctor 
7 Twists 
.8 Record of 
sorts 

ft “Elmer 

10 — add (soap 
bgred ten t) 

11 Reproach 

12 Wight e.g. 

14 Cytodrical 
21 Kftd bm 
23 CrHIcIzes 
2$ WHh great 

27 Saar Ingredient 


29 Monarch 

30 Heron 

94 SftWflWtorM 
35 Stogar Pony 


nnnnnj nrann nano 
nnnnn nnnn nnrari 
nnnnn nnnn -naan 
nnnaannnnn nnnn 
nraran rannnnra 
nnnnran nnranin 
nnnn nnnn nnnnnt 
nnnnonR arjanrinra 
nnnnni naan gang. 

□anna nannan 
nnnnran nnran _ , 
□nan nnnanriuinnn 
NNnn nnran finnan 
nnrtfi Ofinn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnini 


37 Swiss etty 

38 Bredcs 

40 Mfe period 

42 ft. towtr house 49 Discard 

43 Hdte 51 Tessera 


44 Pact 
48 Curb'* P 81 

47 Mentioned 

48 Revise 


52 Borecole 

54 Sweet drinks 

55 Youngster 
58 tiaeMc 

58 OM-llme actor 
Ayres 


Third World debt, common fund 
for goods top UNCTAD agenda 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Offi- 
cials from about 150 countries 
will be looking for ways to give 
new impetus to solving the Third 
World debt crisis when the Un- 
ited Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UN- 
CTAD) opens this week. 

I UNCTAD officials are opti- 
mistic that the conference, its 
seventh fall session and the first 
in four years, will also see a 
revival of plans for its common 
fond for commodities, wind) has 
languished for lack of sufficient 
ratification by members since it 
was approved in 1980. 

But their goals for the July 9-31 
meeting are much less ambitious 
than those which UNCTAD once 
bad for a new economic order to 
redistribute wealth across the 
North-South divide. 

4 * Anyone who expects that 
UNCTAD VII is going to effect 
evolution for the better and solve 
the problems of the ‘world eco- 
nomy is probably expecting too 
much,'' Secretary General Ken- 
neth Dadzie said. 

The meeting will hear speeches 
from ministers and national lead- 
ers including French President 
Francois Mitterrand, Norwegian 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brandt) and and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

While formally a meeting place 
for rich and poor, UNCTAD has 
traditionally been dominated by 
the developing world and has 
found an increasingly unsym- 
pathetic audience in Washington 
since the Reagan administration 
came to power in 1981. 

That coolness is shown in the 
low level U.S. participation at 
this meeting. The delegation will 
be headed by a deputy assistant 
secretary of state, Mr. Dennis 
Goodman. 

But Mr. Dadzie, a Ghanaian 
diplomat, has tried to steer a 
moderate course and so increase 
UNCTAD credibility in the West 
since taking over last year. 

He met a U.S. request to put 
more emphasis on the role die 
private sector can play in de- 
velopment — with surprisingly 
little resistance to that idea from 
the East Bloc since Soviet leader, 
Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev's, policy 
of “Perestroika”, or reform. 

UNCTAD's work has focussed 

jMtei 

minimum price levels" While prej 
venting speculative surges in 
times of short supply. 

But its showcase accord, the 
international tin agreement, col- 
lapsed in 1985 — with debts of 
$13 bflfion — after its buffer 
stock tiled to defend unrealisti- 
cally Meh Prices. 

Mr. Dadzie believes UNCTAD 
now can play a different role, as 
an intermediary between the in- 
dustrial and Thud World nations. 

The key issue is one which has 
been the province of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bark — finding ways 
to address the overindebtedness 
of developing countries. 

Inside the UNCTAD secretar- 
iat the feeling is strong that the 
current debt strategy — case-by- 
case reschedulings and the Baker 
plan for promoting growth — has 


U.S. Treasury Secretary James 


failed. _ 

sury 

Baker launched his initiative at 
an IMF meeting in Seoul in Octo- 
ber 1985. calling for commerdal 
banks to step up lending to Third 
World countries to stimulate 
growth, along the model of South 
Korea itself. 

■But one UNCTAD debt offi- 
cial said: “The Baker plan is 
dead. There's room for one or 
two or maybe three Koreas in the 
world, but not for a hundred.” 

UNCTAD officials hope the 
conference mil at least help build 
a consensus for a capital increase 
for the World Bank and an in- 
crease of funding for the regional 
development banks, Sure to be an 
issue at the next IMF/World 
Bank meeting in September. 

They also hope for further 
steps towards forgiving the debt 
of the poorest countries in sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

But their less modest dreams, 
which are likely to meet a cool 
reception from Western powers, 
include convincing rich countries 
of three “masts”: Existing debt 
must be written off, interest rates 
cut and growth stimulated in the 
industrial world. 

UNCTAD is also confident the 
Soviet Union will join the com- 
mon fund for commodities, a 
financial pool to support price 
stabilisation agreements. 

The United States signed the 
common fund agreement under 
President Carter but has refused 
under President Reagan to ratify 
h. Only 59.06 per cent of the $470 
million of capital has been 
pledged, short of the two-thirds 
required to start operation. 

Soviet participation would not 
in itself be enough. Bat other 
East Bloc countries might take it 
as a signal to join. OPEC ofi 
producers and Norway have 
agreed to guarantee contributions 
for a number of developing conn- 
tries, if they ratify. 

On similar issues, an UN- 
CTAD report says that any solu- 
tion to the problem of the Third 
World foreign debt should ensure 
that each debtor country’s obliga- 
tion was consistent with export 
prospects and the import require- 
ments of their development prog- 
rammes. 

Stressing the need for a general 
rework on debt, the report 
'that foe intiflmatibfeal trading 


and financial environment should 
also be taken into account. 

The report noted common ele- 
ments in the situation of all de- 
btor countries such as their sus- 
ceptibility to external environ- 
ment, equitable burden-sbaru 
among debtors and creditors 
the need for new money flows. 

It also appealed to major mar- 
ket economy countries to enlarge 
.access to their markets for Third 
World export commodities and 
adopt monetary policies aimed at 
lower interest rates. 

“An international framework 
for debt negotiation and resche- 
duling should be strengthened, 
particularly by establishing a 
more active intergovernmental 
presence vis-a-vis commercial 
creditors,” the report said. 

It enumerated the factors that 
should be included in the interna- 
tional framework as; 

— Satisfying the import re- 
quirement of an agreed program- 
me for recovery and develop- 
ment, including medium-term in- 
vestment programmes, 

— Supporting the framework 
through lending levels of multi- 
lateral finan cial institutions and 
bilateral donors, 

— Stretching debt service on 
the basis of best available judge- 
ments of expected stream of ex- 
port gamings and import require- 
ments, 

— Using fall range of financial 
instruments and techniques, in- 
cluding debt-equity swaps, 
writeoffs of official development 
assistance debts and the refinanc- 
ing of officially-guaranteed ex- 
port credits on easier terms. 

The report said that given such 
a debt strategy special measures 
would have to be taken to assist 
die least developed countries as 
foreign debt was now over 50 per 
cent of their gross domestic pro- 
duct. ' 

On commodities it called for 
improved and augmented finan- 
cial facilities for compensating 
commodity export shortfalls of 
Third World countries. 

The report also advocated a 
new round of intergovernmental 
consultations on individual com- 
modities, aimed at producer-con- 
sumer cooperation, including pet- 
roleum, in addition to the goods 
on the “indicative list” of the 
integrated programme for, com- 
modities. 


Hungary warns of hardships 

BUDAPEST (AP) — The rating Communist Party called for a more 
market-oriented economy, including active sup por t of private enter- 
prise, in a manifesto published Saturday by the state Mil news 
agency. 

Entitled “stand of the central committee of the Hungarian socialist 
workers' party," the 13-page manifesto warned Hungarians to expect 
belt-tightening and served notice of a crackdown on economic crime.. 

The manifesto said a new taxation system is needed that reduces 
the burden on producers and increases it on consumers, MTI 
reported. It called for the introduction of taxes on .personal income 
and sales. 

Some of its points were not new, indicating the party was seeking 
to dose a gap between economic theory and practice. MTI said the 
points reflected agreements reached Thursday at a central committee 
meeting on the economy. 

Hungary gained a reputation for relative prosperity and innovative 
economic reforms in the 1970s, but now is struggling to improve 

S& ftablems include a foreign debt of $10 billion — the highest in the 
Soviet Bloc on a per capita basis — along with persistent inflation of 
five per cent or more has hurt people on fixed incomes. 


White House unveils radical 
agricultural trade offer today 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan administration 
win unveil on Monday an offer to dismantle farm 
subsidies by the year 2000 which if accepted, would 
radically change farming worldwide. 

Reagan administration officials 
said the offer, the most sweeping 
farm proposal ever tabled by the 
United States in international 
negotiations, is designed to re- 
verse the global trend toward 
government subsidies which has 
thrown world commodity mar- 
kets into chaos. 

“In a sense, we are offering 
them (other nations) our market 
if they will do the same,” U.S. 

Agriculture Undersecretary 
Daniel Amstutz said of the prop- 
osal. 

Under the plan, the U.S. will 
offer to dismantle all its agricultu- 
ral subsidy programmes over ten 
years — programmes affecting 
exports, import barriers, ana 
domestic handouts to fanners — 
which have an effect on commod- 
ity markets. 

Government aid could still be 
given to farmers under the U.S. 
plan only if it were separated or 
‘de -coupled” from any impact on 
production or trade. 

The proposal is designed pri- 
marily to cut the skyrocketing 
cost of agricultural subsidies. The 
United States spent $26 billion 
last year on farm subsidies, the 
European Community $23 billion 
and Japan some $10 billion, farm 
analysts said. 

Governments in all major in- 
dustrial countries are under 
pressure to simultaneously keep 
farm support high to placate voc- 
al farm lobbies, while trying to 
cm the mounting budget costs of 


the subsidies. 

Another aim of the U.S. offer 
— to be tabled at a meeting of the 
agriculture negotiating group for 
the Uruguay round or trade talks 
under the watchdog organisation 
GAIT — is to entice countries to 
jointly redace the subsidies, 
thereby easing the political pain 
each country must suffer as sup- 
ports are cut. 

To implement a ten-year 
phase-out of farm subsidies, the 
United States will propose that 
negotiators arrive at a formula to 
measure the level of subsidies in 
each country, which then would 
be used as a basis for agreed cuts. 

The Paris-based Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has done 
preliminary calculations of a mea- 
sure of subsidies it calls the 


ducer subsidy equivalent, which 
American officials believe would 
be a good starting point for the 
talks. 

This would be a major depar- 
ture from past failed agricultural 
trade negotiations. In the so- 
called Kennedy and Tokyo 
rounds of global trade negotia- 
tions, reductions in tariffs, rather 
than domestic subsidies, were the 
major focus of the bargaining. 

While the U.S. proposal is seen 
in Washington as a bold move, 
form analysts were sceptical the 
gambit would succeed. 

“I’ll believe it when I see it (a 
global agreement),'' said Mr. 
Robert Thompson, dean of the 


college of agriculture at Indiana's 
Purdue University. 

If the plan were approved, 
American sugar and dairy far- 
mers would have to lift quotas on 
imports that prop-up domestic 
prices, and grain farmers would 
see guaranteed prices gradually 
cut. A U.S. programme to subsi- 
dise exports to tire Soviet Union 
and other buyers would have to 
be ended. 

While no U-S- farm organisa- 
tions or congressmen — who 
were briefed on the proposal last 
month — have criticised the 
proposal publicly, some are clear- 
ly uncomfortable about the possi- 
bility of ending years of govern- 
ment aid. 

According to Agriculture De- 
partment figures, U.S. farmers 
rely on government handouts for 
about a third of their income. 

“Put me down as sceptical,” 
Democratic Senator Tom Bascfale 
of South Dakota, a critic of admi- 
nistration farm policy, told Reu- 
ters after a recent briefing on' the 
plan. 

Negotiators for the 12-member 
European Community and for 
Japan also are expected to balk at 
accepting the subsidy cuts. A 
spokesman for the Community 
here said while details of the 
proposal are not yet known, 
Europe would not accept com- 
plete free trade in agriculture. 

In parts of Europe, especially 
in the German state of Bavaria 
and in southern European coun- 
tries, small forms cannot compete 
in a free market with- large-scale 
enterprises in North and South 
America and Australia, the Euro- 
pean official said. 


Siemens expects lower profit 

BRUSSELS (R) — West German electronics and electricals giant 
Siemens, whose business has been hit by a rise in the value of the 
mark against the dollar, said its profits in the current financial year 
would fall. 

Managing board chairman. Mr. Karlheinz Kaske, did not give 
any profit figure but told a news conference that business this year 
had turned out to be worse, than expected. 

Mr. Kaske's statement confirmed a reduced earnings forecast 
made by Siemens last week, which took markets by surprise and 
caused its share price to tumble. 

Siemens, West Germany's fourth largest company, now expects 
its net profit in the year ending in September to be below 1985/86 
profits of 1.47 billion marks ($800 million). 

However, Mr. Kaske' said he was somewhat more optiqtistic 
about- the 1987/88 business year, when be hoped turaov^^rfip^as 
incoming orders would rise :at a faster , pace.- \ -.r.- n • rfi "■* 

The news that Siemens was not doing as well as expected, 
knocked nearly 46 marks ($26) off its share price in Frankfurt last 
week and depressed prices across the board. Siemens stock dosed 
at 695.50 marks ($386) on Friday. 

The company has said that the drop in the value of the dollar as 
well as a revised method for calculating corporate profits would 
have an adverse effect on its earnings this year. 

Mr. Kaske said that about 10,000 Siemens employees had had 
their working hours cut because of slacker business this year. 


Italy buys more Iranian oil 

ROME (OPECNA) — Italy purchased over 16 per cent of its oil 
requirements from Iran during the first two months of the current 
year, Mr. Perdinando De Camillis, newly appointed representative 
of ENI, the Italian state-owned oil company, in Tehran, said here. 

In an interview with the Iranian News Agency, Mr. Camillis 
added that last year, Iran supplied 10.8 per cent of Italy's oil needs, 
while Saudi Arabia and Libya provided 21.5 and 15.5 per cent 
respectively. 

Negotiations were currently being undertaken on an agreement 
under which Italy would pay for Iranian oil exports on a quarterly 
r. Camillis ” * 


basis, Mr. 


disdosed. 


Turkey, Qatar 
discuss $12b 
gas pipeline 

DOHA (R) — Qatar and Turkey 
Sunday ended their third round 
of talks on the feasibility of con- 
structing a $12 bQlionpipeline to 
carry Qatari gas to Turkey and 
Western Europe. The two sides 
agreed to resume their two-year- 
old discussions in Ankara in 

the prppo^d ..pipe^e/.^/qqgp 
than r,50(J-Kildmetre from Qatar 
to Turkey across Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Iraq. A Qatari pet- 
roleum ministry official told Reu- 
ters his country “is very much 
interested in securing markets for 
our huge gas reserves once they 
reach the exporting stage." Doha 
gave the go ahead in May to the 
first phase of operations at its 
offshore north field gas reserve 
by the Franco-American consor- 
tium Technip-Becbtel. The first 
phase is expected to produce 23 
million cubic metres of gas by the 
end of 1990, while Qatar's total 
reserves of non-associated gas is 
estimated at 10 billion cubic 
metres. A Turkish official at the 
talks was quoted by the English 
language uulf Times as saying 
Ankara was ready to help finance 
part of the project. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


1 THREE BUNP MICE.. 
5EEH0U) THEV RUN-" 



r THEY All ran AFTER 
■ THE FARMER'S WIFE WHO 
, CUT OFF THEIR TAILS 
WITH A CAKING KNIFE.. 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



-TO TELL THE TRUTH 
THE WHOLE TRUTH 

AND NOTHIN® fr" t 
BUT THE TRUTH?! f i- 



TM A HUMORIST/ 
LITTLE. JEFF THE 
WORUSS GREATEST 
FUNMY MAN? “ I 
MAKE MILLIONS 
LAUGH DAILY -M- 



“Rotate the tires? Don’t they rotate 
while I’m going down the road?" 


it l§| 

Tn m in 


Andy Capp 



J 


WHERETO GO THIS TWE^ 
O NfiHT-..? OKItLTRV 
THAT re v CLUB . I KN»V 
IT'S ftiEMEERS ONLY* v 
BUT I CAN BLUFF MV * 
kW/FHST THE BOUNCS?- ^ 


! ‘fit £ . 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


POKKA 



□ 

□ 

□ 

k. J 


WAHSS 


n 

□ 

□ 

□ 



MILTEY 


□ 

□ 

□ 




INBELB 


— 1 ^ 
1 



WHAT PIC? MAMA AMP 
PAPA BUFFALO SAY 
| WHEN THEIR TDUNGSTER 
LEFT FOR SCHOOL? 


Now arrange the circled letters to. 
form I he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by i he above cartoon. 


Print answer here: X I I , I X-X J ” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: HOIST OUNCE STUDIO REFUGE 

Answer What the embezzler was doing time for— 
“DOING" OTHERS 
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ashes erupt in 
udent dies of injuries 



SEOUL (R) — More than 2,000 youths shouted 
•‘down with the military dictactor” and battled riot 
police Sunday after a student died of head injuries 
suffered during an anti-government demonstration. 


Lee Hun-YoL 21. from Seoul’s 
Yonsei University', was the first 
to die a> a result of battles be- 
tween police and demonstrators 
in South Korea last month. He 
became a symbol of anti-govern- 
ment feeling when he was hit by a 
i car gas canister on June 9 and 
fell into a coma. ' 

The demonstrators held a 
memorial service for Lee at the 
Yon>ei campus and tried to 
march out. hurling rocks. One 
thousand riot policemen fired 
tear gas to disperse then. 

The protesters regrouped and 
marched through the" main gate of 
the campus towards the nearby 
hospital where Lee's body lay. 

Witnesses said the youths tram- 
pled and burned a wreath sent by 
ruling party Chairman Roh Tae- 
W’oo and shouted: "Don't be 
deceived by Roh. sweep away 
military dictators.’* 

The violence was the most se- 


rious since President Chun Doo 
Hwan last Wednesday made a 
dramatic bid to calm nationwide 
protests against his rule. Mr. 
Chun accepted Mr. Roh's advice 
to allow direct presidential elec- 
dons this year and other demo- 
cratic reforms long demanded by 
the opposition. 

Lee Han-Yol had been kept 
alive artificially for over three 
weeks. When he finally died early 
Sunday, the authorities rushed 
5.000 riot police to the Yonsei 
campus and hospital. 

After 10 hours, in the face of 
angry protests from Lee’s rela- 
tives and opposition leaders, they 
withdrew with the warning that 
they would intervene if trouble 
broke out. 

Lee’s father earlier demanded 
that police leave the hospital and 
challenged President Chun Doo 
Hwan’s government to go ahead 
with promised democratic re- 


irTaV^ 


ate plane crashes In 


U.S. killing 10 people 


KALISPELL, Montana (AP) — 
A twin-engine plane crashed and 
burned near the small community 
of Lakeside, killing all 10 people 
on board, authorities and witnes- 
ses said. 

The private plane, a Beech- 
craft. hi: the top of pine trees 20- 
metres from a highway, tearing 
off a portion of the tail section" 
then cu: a burning swath through 
thr-.e-. befc-re plowing into an 
orchard, ‘it left's trail of 
broken trees and wreckage for 
metres, witnesses said, 
rc:-r bodies were thrown from 


the plane and six others remained 
in the wre-ckage and appeared 
burned beyond' recognition, said 
Dennis Jones, a reporter for the 
Missoulian newspaper. 

The victims were not im- 
mediately identified. 

Gene Holliday, who lives near- 
by. said he saw the plane come in 
off Flathead Lake and go into a 
roll. 

"1 saw the angle and knew it 
was going in," Holliday said. 

He said the engines sounded as 
if they stalled. 


26 jhart as pier collapses 
dkarmg U.S. celebrations 


TOPSAIL BEACH. North Caro- 
lina (APi — A pier jammed with 
hundreds of Independence Day 
revelers watching a fireworks 
snow collapsed, plunging 20 to 30 
people into the water and injur- 
ing at least 16. officials and 
eyewitnesses said. 

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter 
flew i»vcr the water late Saturday 
night, and divers searched for 
bodies. But town manager Tony 
Caudill said both steps were a 
precautionary measure, and offi- 
cial. did not think anybody was 
left in the water. 

The search ended late Satur- 
day. and officials said they would 
v.ait until Sunday morning to 
inspect the pier. 

the pier at Topsail Beach col- 
i.:p*cd Saturday night just after 
the annual Julv Fourth fireworks 


celebration had begun. 

"It went right out from every- 
body." said Judy Ausley, a repor- 
ter for the Durham Morning 
Herald, who was at the pier. "It 
just collapsed." There were be- 
tween 200 and 300 people on the 
pier at the time, she said. 

There were at lease 16 injuries, 
said Melanie Kelly, a dispatcher 
with the Pender County Sheriffs 
Department. She said she did not 
know if all of those injured were 
transported to hospitals. 

Ten people were brought to 
New Hanover Memorial Hospital 
in Wilmington, and two of those 
were admitted, said Neil McDo- 
nald. a hospital administrator. 
Some of the remaining eight left 
after being treated and some 
were still under observation early 
Sundav. he said. 


Paiai: abandons independence 
drive after fifth rejection 


KOROR. Palau i R) — The gov- 
ernment of Fclau. the world’s last 
L iiucd Nations trust territory, 
h.is tibandoned its push for semi- 
indeperidence after islanders 
f. i iled Jo K.ck its proposals for the 
fifth succesMvc time. 

Official' said no more referen- 
would o: held on the prop- 
o-j-i Ci impact of leli-govemment 
before presidential elections 
■■c bed .:!•:£ for November next 

Sund.iv ^ final count from the 


June 30 vote showed 5.500 in 
favour of the compact and 2,600 
against — well short of the 75 per 
cent majority required under the 
constitution. 

In a drastic economy measure. 
President Lazarus Salii Saturday 
sacked 900 of the 1.333 people 
employed by the government, 
easily the main employer. 

“If is impractical to call 
another vote.” government 
spokesman Bonafacio Basilius 
told Reuters. 
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forms. 

“The police should stand 
down. If they do not, it means the 
president's proposals for political 
freedoms are all a fake,” Lee 
Byung-Sup told reporters outside 
the hospital mortuary. 

Lee’s mother Pae Yo-Sim 
wailed and screamed “puU out 
the riot police. The government 
must apologise.” 

His father demanded that his 
son be buried in the national 
cemetery after five days of 
mourning. 

Main opposition leader Mr. 

Kim Young-Sam came to the 
hospital mortuary to pay his last 
respects and said his Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party (RDP) 
wanted the government to pull 
back the security forces which 
were aggravating a tense situa- 
tion. 

Seoul police chief Kwoo Bok- 
' Kyong said in a statement: "The 
police express deep condolences 
to the bereaved family and regret 
the incident. But it is most impor- 
tant for the people to exercise 
restraint. The police will do their 
utmost to avoid repetition of a 
similar incident.” 


On Friday, ordinary citizens, 
who shocked the government by 
supporting student .rioters last 
month, told a large student gather- 
ing at Yonsei not to cause trou- 
ble, and to give Mr. Chun and his 
party a chance to honour their 
promises. 

However, the next few days 
may be tense, now that Lee has 
become a martyr for the anti- 
government cause. A huge ban- 
ner. printed from a Reuter photo- 
graph taken at the time, was hung 
across Yonsei campus, showing 
Lee slumped in the arms of a 
colleague, blood dripping from 
his head. 

The other leading opposition 
politician Kim Dae-Jung said of 
Lee: “I regret he died without 
knowing today's progress toward 
democracy... His death will be- 
come a burning torch lighting the 
way for the path of democracy in 
this country.” 

The opposition has refused to 
start talks with the DJP over 
constitutional revision until 
amnesties are declared, and it has 
called for Mr. Chun to resign as 
leader of the DJP. 


Reagan aides reportedly 
formed phantom government 


ML\MI (AP) — Some of Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's top advis- 
ers operated a parallel govern- 
ment that, among other things, 
has been linked to the theft of 
briefing materials from Jimmy 
Carter's 1980 presidential cam- 
paign, the Miami Herald re- 
ported in Sunday's editions. 

The group operated outside the 
traditional cabinet departments 
and agencies almost from the day 
Mr. Reagan took office, with the 
NationafSecurity Council coordi- 
nating its activities, congressional 
investigators and U.S7 officials 
told the Herald. 

The influence of fired National 
Security Council aide Lt.-Col. 
Oliver North was so great that he 
was able to have the orbits of 
surveillance satellites altered to 
follow Soviet ships around the 
world and called for the laun- 
ching of high-flying spy aircraft 
on secret missions over Cuba and 
Nicaragua, the Herald quoted 
one unidentified source as saying. 

Col. North also was said to 
have drafted a secret contingency 
plan that called for suspension of 
the constitution, turning control 
of the United States over to the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, appointment of military 
commanders to run state and 
local governments and declaration 
of martial law during a national 
crisis, the Herald said. 


Officials say the genesis for the 
phantom government may be 
tracked to an October 1980 deri- 
sion by Mr. William Casey, then 
Reagan's campaign manager, to 
create a group to monitor Mr. 
Carter's negotiations with Iran 
for the release of the 52 Amer- 
ican hostages. 

Congressional aides now link 
another campaign incident, the 
theft of Mr. Carter’s briefing 
materials before an Oct. 28. 1980 
debate, to the same group of 
advisers that included campaign 
foreign policy adviser Richard 
Allen, the newspaper reported. 

The group also allegedly 
orchestrated well-publicised news 
leaks, including the announce- 
ment on Nov. 4. 1984 — the day 
Mr. Reagan was reelected — that 
Soviet-made MiG jet fighters 
were on their way to Nicaragua, 
the Herald said. 

There appears to have been no 
formal directive for the advisers’ 
activities, and the arrangement 
allowed officials to claim no in- 
volvement in controversial or 
illegal activities, the sources said. 

Former National Security 
Adviser William Clark, late CIA 
Director William Casey and 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
were included in the group's 
structure, the report said. 


train-truck collision 


KINSHASA. Zaire (AP) — The 
government has declared two 
days of mourning for the 125 
people killed when a truck 
crashed into a train at an un- 
guarded crossing in south eastern 
Zaire. 

Hie vehicles collided Thursday, 
at KasumbaJesa Shaba, near the 
Zambian bordeT, about 100 
kilometres south east of Lubum- 
sashi and about 400 kilometres 
north of Lusaka, Zambia, the 
national Zaire Press Agency re- 
ported Saturday. 

It quoted witnesses as saying 
the truck hit the train when its 
Zambian driver failed to stop at 
the crossing or see the 
approaching train. 

"The truck hit the train full on 
at the crossing," a diplomat in 
Harare. Zimbabwe, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, told 
the Associated Press. 

“It struck the first car behind 
the engine. The car overturned, 
pulling the second car off the rails 
as well. I understand the dead 
and injured were mostly in those 
cars.” 

The diplomat also said 125 


people were killed, but he didn’t 
know how many were injured, 
bow many survived or whether 
the truck driver was killed. 

On Saturday, the government 
declared a national two-day 
period of mourning, and three 
government ministers visited the 
injured at La Gecamines Hospital 
in Lubumbashi, the press agency 
reported. 

The anency quoted witnesses as 
saying the truck was towing a 
trailer loaded with merchandise 
from Zambia. 

It quoted National Railway 
officials as blaming an unpro- 
tected railroad crossing for the 
accident and saying it was the 
third accident in' recent months. 

The worst previous train acci- 
dent in Africa killed up to 120 
people when a train derailed in 
Algeria on Jan. 26, 1982. accord- 
ing to the Information Please 
Almanac. 

The worst train accident in 
history killed 543 people when a 
train derailed in Modane, 
France, on Dec. 12, 1917, accord- 
ing to the World Almanac. 


Carter calls Gorbachev 
‘most innovative leader’ 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 
England (R) — Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter said 
Kremlin chief Mikhail Gorbachev 
was the world’s most innovative 
leader, to whom people looked 
for progress in curbing nuclear 
weapons. 

"There is no doubt Mr. Gor- 
bachev is perhaps the most strik- 
ing. interesting and innovative 
leader on earth]" Mr. Carter told 
a news conference here, on bis 
way home from a private visit to 
the Soviet Union, where he con- 
ferred with the Soviet leader. 

"The whole world is looking to 
him to make beneficial changes in 
the Soviet Union and also be- 
tween the Soviet? and other na- 


tions in tighter constraints on 
arras and nuclear weapons,” Mr. 
Carter said. 

He said arms talks had been 
hindered by disagreement over 
on-site inspection of nuclear in- 
stallations but the Soviets now 
appeared to be willing to allow 
inspections. 

“This is a new development 
under Gorbachev and I think the 
opportunities are there. I hope 
we will be successful," he said. 

Mr. Carter’s wife. Rosalynn, 
who accompanied her husband to 
the Soviet Union, said the Amer- 
icans and their hosts had signed 
an agreement for U.S.-Soviet 
cultural exchanges beginning in 
September. 


Salvadorean priest killed 
by Nicaragua land mine 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
A Roman Catholic priest from El 
Salvador was killed when his car 
ran over a land mine in an area of 
contra rebel fighting, the govern- 
ment Voice of Nicaragua has 
reported. 

Another priest from Nicaragua 
and two church workers in the car 
were injured when it struck the 
mine Friday evening on a road in 
Matagalpa province, 115 
kilometres north of Managua, the 
radio said. 

The state radio said the explo- 
sion occurred the same day con- 


tras reportedly ambushed a truck 
carrying civilians 185 kilometres 
south east of Managua, killing 11 
and wounding five. 

There was no way to verify 
either report since the govern- 
ment restricts movements of jour- 
nalists in combat zones. 

The dead priest was identified 
by Foreign Minister Miguel d’E- 
scoto as the Rev. Tomas Augus- 
tin Zabaleta, 35, a Salvadoran 
with the Franciscan order who 
bad been working in Nicaragua 
about three months. 


Panamanians 
hold massive 
demonstration 

PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) 
— Thousands of women dressed 
in white staged the largest anti- 
government protest in years as 
they marched through city streets 
while supporters honked their car 
horns. 

The march began in a northern 
suburb and wound its way 
through middle and upper cla&s 
neighbourhoods, growing in size 
block by block as it went to the 
city’s centre. 

By the time it reached the Via 
Espana in the heart of the city’s 
tourist and banking district, mar- 
chers filled the four lane street 
for about two kilometres. 

Government security forces 
were stationed around the march 
but made no attempt to interfere 
with the caravan of women and 
cars. 

The demonstration was easily 
the largest since the most recent 
round of unrest began on June 8 
and was larger than those that 
marked Panama's last presiden- 
tial election in 1984. 

The opposition charged fraud 
in the elections and took to the 
streets for more than a week. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Ambassador 
Arthur Davis told reporters at a 
U.S. Independence Day celebra- 
tion at the U.S. array's Fort 
Clayton in the Canal Zone that, 
"the next few days will be very 
productive. There will be positive 
change.” He declined to elabo- 
rate. 

The U.S. government has been 
heavily involved in the latest poli- 
tical disturbances here. The U.S. 
Congress recently passed a mea- 
sure calling for tne military to 
withdraw from Panamanian poli- 
tics. 

President Eric Delvalle was 
scheduled to make a nationally 
broadcast speech Sunday and is 
expected to offer a dialogue be- 
tween the government and 
opposition parties. 

Mr. Delvalle met for more than 
. nine hours Friday with advisers 
and politicians to discuss the 
burgeoning political crisis. 


Haitians urged to continue strike today 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti (AP) 
— The ruling junta remained 
entrenched despite demands for 
its removal and plans by Haiti’s 
strike leaders to continue nation- 
wide protests that so far have left 
24 people dead. 

Shops and. businesses in the cap- 
ital opened Saturday for only the 
second time last week, following 
four days of a general strike 
called by groups demanding the 
government’s resignation. 

A communique broadcast 
Saturday by radio stations in the 
capital proclaimed, “Monday, 
the strike starts again even 
stronger.” 


"Haitian people, stay mobil- 
ised. We don't trust the people in 
the (junta) any more,” said the 
communique, signed by six mem- 
bers of a coalition of 57 groups, 
claiming to represent peasants, 
unions, students and others. 

A strike organiser, who spoke 
on condition he not be identified 
by name, said the strike would 
continue at least through 
Wednesday. 

Later Saturday, the nine-mem- 
ber Provincial Electoral Council, 
whose loss of electoral control on 
June 23 prompted the protests, 
announced it had broken off talks 
with the government about the 


forthcoming local elections to 
protest "repeated acts of barbar- 
ism committed by the military 
against innocent civilians. " 

Soldiers have shot and killed at 
least 24 people ajd wounded 
more than 90 since the strike's 
June 29 start. 

The conflict has plunged Haiti 
into its most serious political cri- 
sis since President-For- Life-Jean- 
Claude DuvaJier fled into French 
exile on Feb. 7, 1986. His depar- 
ture ended almost 29 years of 
family dictatorial rule begun by 
bis father, Francois Duvalier, in 
1957. 


Australian election heads for cliff-hanger 


SYDNEY (R) — Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke enters the final week 
of election campaigning with his 
Labour Party’s popularity fast 
dwindling against tne conserva- 
tive opposition. 

With latest public opinion polls 
showing the ruling party ahead by 
only one point, opposition offi- 
cials predicted the elections on 
Saturday would be a cliff-hanger. 

Labour strategists said Mr. 
Hawke would abandon his lofty 
high ground approach and throw 
himself into the last week's cam- 
paigning in an attempt to prevent 
a further surge in opposition 
popularity. 

Public opinion polls published 
Sunday in the Sun Herald and the 
Times on Sunday showed the 
combined Liberal National Par- 
ties had cut Labour's five-point 
lead to one point within a week 
with signs of a continued swing to 
the opposition in many marginal 
seats. 

Mr. Hawke, who gambled on a 
snap election almost eight months 
before his three-year terra ended, 
boasted only last week that he 
was “on top of the world” as 
Labour appeared to be coasting 
to an unprecedented third term of 
office. 

What brought about the sud- 
den plunge in Labour's political 
fortunes? 

Political commentators and 
analysts said voters appeared to 
be responding at last to opposi- 
j tion leader John Howard’s prom- 


ise of big cuts in taxes and gov- 
ernment spending which had 
emerged as the main election 
issue. 

Labour's attempts to demolish 
the tax package as a misguided 
measure based on wrong calcula- 
tions had apparently Tailed to 
have a lasting effect, as Mr. Ho- 
ward held out the prospect of 
fatter paypackets to the JO. 5 mil- 
lion electorate. 

Howard, whose popularity rat- 
ing also climbed from 31 to 40 per 
cent in the past week, has 
pledged to reduce the top tax rate 
to 38 per cent from the present 49 
per cent. 

He promised cuts in govern- 
ment spending and federal fund- 
ing to the states totalling 7.8 
billion dollars (£5.5 billion) to 
help fund the tax. cuts. 

Mr. Howard's pledge to curb 
trade union power also had hit 
home, particularly with coal min- 
ers and oil workers threatening 
strikes before the elections, the 
analysts said. 

Mr. Hawke's tactics to deal 
only with general issues leaving 
treasurer Paul Keating to spear- 
head the government's attack on 
the opposition might have back- 
fired, they said. 

National leader Sir Job (Johan- 
nes) Bjelke-Petersen, known for 
his maverick approach, proc- 
laimed: “Hawke will not be in 
power after July 11.” 

Liberal Party Federal Director 
Tony Eggleton said his party had 


picked up as much as seven per 
cent in one week in previous 
elections. 

“If we are only facing the task 
of picking up two or three per 
cent, it is very achievable and will 
be achieved,” he said. 

However, Labour officials 
were confident that the ruling 
party would retain at least its 
present 16-seat overall majority 
in parliament for an unpre- 
cedented third term of office. 

Labour held 82 seats. Liberal 
45 and National 21 in (he House 
of Representatives. The opposi- 
tion needs a 2.3 per cent electoral 
swing nationwide to unseat 
Labour. 

Mr. Hawke, in announcing the 
early elections on April 27, said 
he was forced to take the decision 
because the opposition had been 
frustrating his government's 
efforts to restore the country's 
economic health. 

Mr. Keating has said local busi- 
ness and the international finan- 
cial community are looking for a 
Labour victory to ensure con- 
tinued economic recovery and 
prevent the country from becom- 
ing a “banana republic” under 
opposition rule. 

Economists and market 
analysts said whoever wins Au- 
stralians could not hope for quick 
solutions to an economy saddled 
with balance of payments and 
foreign debt problems. 


Heavy rains expose diamonds in the street 


FREETOWN Sierra Leone (AP) - ThousMds of people 
Sk sU eastern town of Boajjdu^er^™ 
exDosed diamonds in the dirt streets, officials said, lne eovern- 
Kl ditched army and security- fouxiiot MbM 
order and guard against smuggling. More tton 
licenses hav- been issued. Mines Ministry officials said. The 
scramble for the gems began after the ™ 

topsoil from the streets and exposed the diamonds. 

Man using ropes safely leaps 60 metres 

RTO RE JANEIRO Brazil LAP) — A photojoumalist. who used 
SS from a 22-story building, sard he warned ,o 

discourage r«ople from committing suicide, a newspaper has 
craziness lasts only a fewseconds, time enough, 
though, to remember the good things of hfe. Joao 
Faulatold O Globe newspaper. He said he fa, J 

and will use the tape in an anti-suiade TV advertisement 
campaign. Fernandes de Paula jumped 198 feet (6C » metro from 
a budding on Thursday in tne city of Goiama. 824 miles (1,j74 
kilometres) north east of Rio. 

Saint holds condom in anti-AIDS drive 

PAMPLONA, Spain (R) — Posters showing Pamplona’s patron 
saint San Ferrara holding a condom have gone up in bars and cafes 
in this northern Spanish city in a drive against the killer disease 
AIDS The 1 orally-based Citizens' Ac ti- AIDS Commission which 
produced the poster will also distribute free condoms to 
thousands of voung people expected in the aty for next week s 
San Fennin Festival. The posters carry the legend: In Pamplona 
for San Fermic, sac condom. It’s prevennon that works. 
Condoms ran prevent the spread of AIDS (acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome) by sexual contact. Some shocked residents 
say the poster is offensive and out of keeping with the traditions of 
city's annual bullfighting and drinking festival. 

1,000 Brazilians sack food stores 

SAO PAULO (R) — About 1.000 unemployed Brazilians have 
sacked government food stores in a town in the drought-stricken 
north east, a government official has said. They looted more than 
25 tonnes of" food from two schools and a government health 
centre in the town of Apodi, a spokesman for the 
Grande do Norte said. In recent months thousands of Brazilians 
have sacked food stores in several states in the north east. On 
June 1 Rio Grande do Norte declared a state of emergency in 136 
of its 151 districts. 

Women riot at funeral of beauty queen 

COLOMBO (R) — Thousands of weeping women demanding a 
last glimpse of a Sri Lankan movie star clashed with police and 
forced the actress's family to speed up the funeral. Mourners 
pelted police with stones when their demands for the coffin of 
19-year-old Ramani Bartholameusz to be opened were rejected. 
Police had to use force to disperse the crowd of about 10,000 at a 
Colombo cemetery. The actress’s death last week was first 
reported as a road accident but her fiance, actor Kamal 
Addararacbchi. was arrested after a magistrate ruled it was 
homicide. Addararachchi told police Bartholameusz, a former 
Miss Sri Lanka, fell from his jeep when they were driving through 
a Colombo suburb. Medical experts told an inquiry the bead 
injuries which killed the actress were not consistent with her 
fiance’s account. The teenage actress played leading roles in 
several popular Sinhalese films and represented Sri Lanka in the 
Miss Universe contest in 1985. 

Gina Lollobrigida turns 60 

ROME (R) — Italian actress Gina Lollobrigida dismissed her 
60th birthday Saturday, comparing herself to a good wine which 
improves with age. “La Lollo." as Italian newspaper dubbed her 
early in her career, has been making movies for 40 years. She took 
the cinema world by storm in the 1950s with roles in such films as. 
Trapeze, the Hunchback of Notre Dame and Solomon and Sheba. 
In recent years Lollobrigida. who was feted Saturday by long 
articles in Italian newspapers with headlines such as "Gina's 
splendid 60," has been devoting much of her time to her second 
career as a photographer. Born on July 4, 1927 in the countryside 
south of Rome, Lollobrigida says she hardly takes notice of her 
birthdays and is not ready for any sort of retirement. “I am like a 
good wine which improves with age,” she told one newspaper. 

Lions Club International to admit women 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — The Lions Club International voted 
overwhelmingly Saturday to admit women members to what has 
been an all-male service organisation. An amendment to remove 
the stipulation that all members be male was approv< d by 77 per 
cent of those voting at the club's international convention in 
Taipei. "The presence of women should add new life and vitality 
to Lions Gub International,” said Brian Stevenson of Canada, 
the international president. The Lions have 1 .35 million members 
in 162 countries. A vote to allow women members worldwide 
narrowly missed the required two-thirds majority at the interna- 
tional convention last year. The service club’s board of directors 
unanimously voted in May to encourage its clubs to admit women 
in the United States, after the supreme court made it illegal for 
service organisations to bar women. About 40,000 Lions Gub 
members attended the four-day conference. 

Washington doubted constitution would 
last 

NEW YORK (AP) — George Washington, who presided over 
the U.S. constitutional convention 200 years ago, doubted the 
document would last 20 years, according to recently discovered 
letters and notes, the New York Times reported in Saturday’s 
editions. More than 150 documants were found by James H. 
Hutson, chief of the manuscript division ot the u.b. Library ot 
Congress, and Leonard Rapport, a retired senior archivist at the 
National Archives, the newspaper reported. Their 20-year search 
took them through private and public collections all over the 
United States and as far away as the county records office in 
Northumberland. England, the Times said. The documents were 
published Saturday n a supplement to the three-volume Records 
of tne Federal Convention of 1787, which was published in 1911. 
Among the documents were notes by Georgia state delegate 
Abraham Baldwin, who wrote that Washington said the conven- 
tion had been so contentious that more than once it had been 
“upon the point of dissolving without agreeing on any system.” 
Washington, the first U.S. president, later told Baldwin near the 
end of the convention that “I do not expect the constitution to last 
for more than 20 years.” 

Students commit suidde after failing wam 

BEUING (AP) — At least 20 middle school children in the 
y uncheng prefecture of Shanxi province have committed suicide 
in the past few years after failing the annual nationwide college 
entrance exam, a state -run newspaper reported Saturday. The 
English-language China Daily quoted a report in China Youth 
News that said schools in the area, which have become well- 
known for the large numbers of students they send to colleges, 
ptoce so i much pressure on students, that some have been dnvra 
to suicide. According to the report, the No. 1 middle school in 
Fraglu county forbids its student to sing, play or leave the school, 

SSS' 5“ raised toe height of its walls and 

fortified its gate with barbed wire to prevent students from 
sneakmg out, the paper said. It said in some schools, students are 
to®* who enter college are heroes, those who foil are 
worthless wretches. The gruelling three-day nationwide college 
exams are given each year in July. ® 
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